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OLLY has a moſt extenſive 
juriſdiction; but few like ſer- 
vants have an opportunity of ob- 
ſerving the various ſhapes which 
it aſſutnes. - For if we would be- 
come acquainted with the real cha- 
racter of mankind, we muſt view 
them at home, where whim and 
Vor. I. B caprice 
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2 Tue ADVENTURES 
caprice are moſt unreſtramedly in- 


dulged. 


Before I begin my relation, 1 
muſt not forget the obligations I 
am under to thoſe much neglected 


friends of Biography, oL.D wo- 


MEN. It is through their never 
fargetting the leaſt of their neigh- 
bours faults, that T am enabled to 


gratify the curious reader with 


many delectable particulars, pre- 
ceding the important period when 
I firſt mewled into conſequence. 

My father and mother, gentle 
reader (I hope thou wilt continue 
of the ſame pacifick diſpoſition) 
were fellow- ſervants in the fame 
farm-houſe ; thoſe that have the 
leaſt acquaintance with human 


nature, will not be ſurpriſed to 
Hear that two young perſons near- 


ly 


or A FOOT MAN. 3 
ly of the ſame age, became ena- 
moured of each other. Pure ge- 
nuine love at eighteen, neither 
liſtens to the ſophiſtry of in- 
tereſt, nor the ridiculous advice 
of too provident mama. However 
that be, it is certain, that my mo- 
ther took the firſt opportunity of 
making my father acquainted with 
his happinefs, by ſlipping a few 
plaits extraordinary into his holy- 
day ſhirt ; whether he excited the 
tender paſſion in her by ſometimes 
carrying her milk-pail, orſheof her- 
ſelf felt it, becauſe ſhe was a young 
woman, I cannot determine. My 
father who had as much natural ga- 
lantry as any man, in return ſingled 
her out from amongtt all the Helens 
of the village to partake with him 
of chat heaven upon earth, in the 

B 2 opinion 


her Syren 
as to put thoſe unlucky thoughts 
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opinion of country people, a AIR. 
It was at this enchanting ſcene, 
that a ballad- ſinger once a fine 
lady, but now thro' a ſmall miſ- 
take in her eſtimate of love, com- 
mon to young miſſes, obliged to 
deſcend from a carriage to ſquall 
a looſe ſong for bread, chaunted 
ſtrains with ſuch ſucceſs, 


into my father's head, which it 
would have been mote for the re- 
mon of my mother, as well as 
the intereſt of my father, to have 
been kept ont till after Michael- 
mas, the time deſtined for their 
union. In ſhort, the annals of the 
village aſſert, that my mother preſ- 
ſed by arguments ſo cogent, and ſo 
fatal to girls when out of the cuſ- 
tody of their mamas, without wait- 


in 8 


or A FOOTMAN. 5 


ing for the formalities of a legal 
conveyance, ſurrendered the pride 
and glory of her ſex. 
Peccadilloes of this fort do not 
uſually remain long concealed ; a 
few months produce fufficient oc- 
caſion for the inſults of outrageous 
virtue. 'This was precifely my mo- 
ther's caſe 3 for long before much- 
wiſhed - for Michaelmas arrived, 
her miſtreſs diſcovered the certain 
marks of her being a naſty ſtink- 
mg ſtrumpet, that had diſgraced 
the repatation of her houſe (which 
by the bye conſiſted, in few of her 
ſorvant wenches quitting it, with 
out firſt giving manifeſt figns of 
their fruitfulnefs.) A pogr young 
fellow too undone, by the ſeduc- 
ing arts of ſuch a trollops ; burn 


ig. to be ſure, was too good for 
; B 5 her. 
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her. Reader, thou muſt have often 
obſerved, even amongſt the moſt 
humane and beſt educated of the 
ſex, a certain unchriſtian ſeverity 
towards the moſt natural infirmity 
judge then, what muſt have been 
the ſentiments of a coarſe, brawl- 
ing, farmer's wife, who, as ſhe poſ- 
ſefled-. but this ſingle virtue called 
Chaſtity, rejoiced at an oppor- 
tunity of making the moſt of it. 
It is ſufficient to ſay, that the 
poor unfortunate girl was inſulted 
with every ſpecies of illiberal abuſe 
that a baſe mean heart could ſug- 
geſt. When whore and ſtrumpet, 
by too frequent repetition, had loſt 
their ſting, futurity was ranfacked 
for all the frightful images of a nu- 
merous family, .naked and half 
ſtarved, with a drunken. huſband 
ä every 


1 
7 
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or A FOOTMAN. 7 
every now and then anſwering his 
wife's juſt remonſtrances with a 
ſound thraſhing. Indeed, ſuch was 
the good woman's inveteracy to the 


fins of the fleſh, not a little heigh- 


tened by her huſband's too often 
criminal partiality for his pretty 
ruddy milk-maids, that in her ab- 
horrence of vice, ſhe would have 
inſtantly diſmiſſed my mother, but 
for a certain ſtrong attachment for 
her cows and intereſt, which muſt 
have been ſadly neglected, if the 
dictates of her humane heart had 
been rigidly purſued. - 

- However, as ſoon as ſhe could 
run another maid, to prevont 
the pariſh being ſtocked with baſ- 
tards, as well as ſtrumpets rioting 
in the luxury of two ſhillings a 
week for thetnſelyes and children, 
l B 4 TJ ſhe 


—— — — — — 
> = 7 — 
—— —ñ—ñ) tot 


— 
— 


G —— —wtä— — 1 
— — — — —_ 
— „ 


=_ - 
- * - ”— 
— —— - — 


— 
—̃ — —— —_ 
— — — — — * - —— — 
r — — —— —— 82 — . F 4 * 
* — * . - , "4 wr. oy * — « PR = 


$8 Tur ADVENTURES 
ſhe inſiſted upon her huſband's ac- 


quainting the overſeer with my 


mother's condition. The farmer, 
who perfectly coincided with his 
wife's pious wiſh of ſeeing a bonfire 
made of every whore—except his 
own, went about rhe buſineſs with 
all the alacrity of an avaricous un- 
feeling farmer. The overſeer, bleſ- 
fed with like feelings, loſt no time 
in executing that part of his office 
which was like to produce fo much 
diverſion, and a good drunken 


| bout at the pariſh. expence in the 


bargain, And by the dint of 
threats he prevailed upon my mo- 


bouring juſtice, whe may be con- 
fdered as a kind of civil confeſſor 
to unhappy maidens. It was a 
truly Re Wy to bebold an 

| artleſz 


ther to aecompany him to a neigh- 


1 n 


or A FOOT MAN. 9 
artleſs ſimple girl all covered 
with bluſhes haled to this ſon of 
the law, who to indulge his wan- 
tonneſs, put ſuch interrogatories 
to my unhappy mother, as at once 
vialated the laws of modeſty and 
humanity. I forbear all mention. 
of this kind. A letcherous ma- 
giſtrate, who under pretence of ex- 
ercifing, his office, gluts his de- 
bauched imagination, is an object 
too deteſtable for my ſportive pen- 
cil. When he had procured ma- 
terials ſufficient to entertain his 
fellow-brutes, his lewd acquaint- 
ance, the parties were diſcharged ; 
the farmers highly delighted with 
the delicious treat which his merry 
worſhip had given them; it was ſuch 
a. fine ſtory, they ſaid, to entertain 

B 5 the 


10 Tux ADVENTURES 

the parſon with when they ſmoked 
their pipes together after church, 
for he was as much their ſuperior 
in jocular ſtories of this kind, as 
in divinity. And by way of con- 
ſolation to my mother, aſſured her 
that as far as lay in their power 


ſne ſhould never have another big 


belly out of matrimony, for that 


they had a warrant to take My fa- 


ther u: 

The magiſtrate w was one of thoks 
23 who receive pleaſure from 
the moſt diſagreeable part of the 
law (at leaſt to humane minds) 
puniſhment. With no other feel- 
ings than for his horſes and dogs, 
he made uſe of his office to en- 
creaſe the conſequence of oo per 
annum, to ſeveral thouſands; and 


to 
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to convince the world how mych 
he deſpiſed the fetters of wedlock, 
he kept a low termagant of a miſ- 
treſs, who governed him in the 
moſt abſolute manner. Thus for 
the opinion of liberty, with the 
ſupreme ſatisfaction of the great 
of violating the laws with impu- 
nity - he loſt the reality, attended 
with honour and credit. 

But to return—the Overſeer ac- 
companied by that burleſque of ma- 
giſtracy,. the great, the little con- 
ſequential Mr. Dogberry, conſtable, 
quickly waited upon my father 
with his gracious propoſals, either 
to ſpend his days in Bridewell, 
employed in the Tyburn manu-, 
factory, or elſe engage always to 
be in love with poverty, and per- 
haps a ſcolding wife. My father 

| 7 - _ 
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who was ſo unfortunate as to be 
unacquainted with a modern diſeo- 
very, that in the connections of 
love, the happineſs of the men was 
only deſigned to be conſulted, did 
not heſitate a moment; he mar- 
ried my mother. Thus this youth- 
ful pair fat down to combat pover- 
ty, formidable perhaps alone but 
to thoſe who have experienced 
opulence. 

A few months after their affec- 
tion had been thus conſecrated, and 
the pariſh freed from their fears of 
a double incumbrance, my mother, 
to the great grief of the moſt virtu- 
ous part of the ſex, who could have 
wiſhed that fine children were 
confined only to honourable wed- 
lock, was bleſſed with 4 chopping 


boy, the reader's moſt obſequious. 
What 


or A FOOTMAN. 13 
What were the extraordinary cir- 
cumſtances that attended the birth 
of ſo conſiderable a perſonage, F 
know not; but from the good 
women preſent ever after uſing it 
as their æra, I ſuſpet them to. 
have been not a few. 


— =_ 


CHAP. Ii. 


Ottage ſcenes furnith too little 
variety for hiſtory ; the jour- 

nal of a ſingle day would be a per- 
fect epitome of a peaſant's life. The 
reader therefore will eaſily excuſe 
me, if leaving my honeſt parents in 
quiet poſſeſſion of that content- 
ment which the unambitious alone 
ty enjoy, I paſs over the pack- 
horſe 
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horſe round of their unvaried life, 
till che 'memorable. period when a 
large family ſuggeſted to them, 
that I was now able to ſcuffle for 
myſelf : A good place, ſaid they, 
will neither, do the boy nor us any 
harm. The wiſh of induſtry is 
ſeldom long diſappointed. For it 
fell out that our next door neigh- 
bour, a great proficient in the 
happy art of ſometimes inventing, 
at others embelliſhing thoſe ſort 
of idle ſtories which are ſure to 
procure the goſſips a favourable 
reception with their ſuperiors, hav- 
ing lately more than ordinarily 
ingratiated herſelf into madam 
Chryſoſtom's the parſon's wife fa- 
your, by a warm attack upon far- 
mer Gripe's daughter's chaſtity, 


who a little before had the in- 
; ſolence 


| 
| 
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ſolence to diſcompoſe madam and 
the reſt of the congregation at 
church, by appearing juſt as the 
ſermon was beginning (ſhe had 
forgot time in the company of her 
ſweetheart) with a fine feather 
muff, whilſt miſs Chryſoſtoms con- 
tented themſelves with humble 
mittins (ſne had diſcovered, it 
ſeems, by the young lady's waiſt at 
what price ſhe had bought the muff) 
with a certain mixture of pride 
and joy came to inſult my poor 
mother (already not a little jealous 
of her growing greatneſs) with 


madam's late extraordinary con- 


deſcenſion to her. What doſt thou 
think it was, reader? why no leſs 
than to ſit down and tell her whole 
ſtory out. Nay, ſhe was even ho- 
noured with a commiſſion to look 

out 
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out for a ſmart lad, who for little 


or no wages might at once fill the 
multiplex employment af gar- 
dener, hoſtler, and on Sundays 
Mmeak after his miſtreſs, with the 
eſtentatious enſigns of her piety. 
Vanity has more votaries than re- 
bgion. Did the church exclude 
all poſſibility of diſtinction; and 
were there no greater pleaſure in 
the ſhewing a new gown. or cap 
than in bewailing offences, we 
ſhould ſoon ſee tis not a proper 


ſenſe of religion, no more than the 


eloquence of the preacher, that fills- 


the churches. In the courſe of 
the goſſip's diſplay of her conſe- 
quence, the unluckily let drop her 
commiſſion, liitle ſuſpeRing that 
a fond mother's partiality could 
1 a perfect New Foreſt colt 

into 
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into a ſpruce footboy. My mother 
was too ſhrewd to let ſuch a 
circumſtance eſcape her notice. 
Matrimony is a moſt unlucky 
touchſtone for the women ; from 
angels and goddeſſes it reduces 


them to mere mortals, and thoſe 


too the genuine daughters of Eve. 
My mather's withes were now like 
to begratified in having an opportu- 
nity of partaking Madam Chryſaſ · 
tom's favour; for tho once her gob+ 
ſiping was confined to who: courted 
Nan, and Sue, and Bet; and if at any 
time the world dealt hardly with the 
reputation of their acquaintance, 
in aſſuring, that they were certain 
their ſwains intended to repair it 
by marrrying them; yet by the 
contagious influence of a bad neigh- 
. ſne was become ſo errant 


a goſlp, 
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a goſſip, as often to diſpute the 
palm with her formidable neigh- 
bour. There was not a matron 
of the place that knew the different 
proportions of the waiſt of maid 


and wife like her. Women, I be- 
lieve, think they have ſufficiently 


atoned for their own faults, by 
the moſt virulent abuſe of others. 


Jo be brief, ſhe formed the de- 
ſign of waiting on Madam Chryſoſ- 


tom; and accordinglyſetabout waſh- 


ing my Sunday ſhirt in her beſt man- 
ner: nay, I was diſpatched to ſhop 
for a pennyworth of ſtarch, to af- 
ford her an opportunity of ſhewing 
| _ houſewifry to Madam, 


At length the wiſhed - for 
as; came when we {et 


off for Madam's; and that my 
looks. * correſpond with: her 


wiſe 
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wiſe precautions to enſure a good 
reception, my mother ſo filled my 
head with fine ſtories (the uſual 
cajolements employed at firſt em- 
barking) of footmen, who, by 


their good behaviour, roſe even to 


the marrying their maſter's daugh- 


ters, that I thought of nothing 


leſs, than in a year or two, of ri- 
ding in a coach with a fine * 
by my ſide. 

Nothing very material l 
till we came within ſight of the 
houſe, when I was ſuddenly ſeized 
with ſuch a tremor, that but for the 
kindneſs of my mother, who very 
affectionately took me in tow, I 
certainly ſhould have been rivetted 


to the ground. The reader need 


not be informed that great people of 


all ranks muſt not be abruptly ap- 
proached ; 


— — ES. 
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a goſſip, as often to diſpute the 


palm with her formidable neigh- 


bour. Fhere was not a matron 
of the place that knew the different 
proportions of the waiſt of maid 


and wife like her. Women, I be- 
lieve, think they have ſufficiently 


atoned for their own faults, by 
the moſt virulent abuſe of others. 
- To be brief, ſhe formed the de- 
888 of waiting on Madam Chryſoſ- 
tom; and accordingl yſetabout waſh- 


ing my Sunday ſhirt in her beſt man- 
ner: nay, I was diſpatched to ſhop 
for a penny worth of ſtarch, to af- 
ford her an opportunity of ſhewing 
— houſewifry to Madam. 


At length the wiſhed - for 
nes; came when we {et 


off for Madam's; and that my 
loaks. * correſpond with: her 


wiſe 
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wiſe precautions to enſure a good 
reception, my mother ſo filled my 
head with fine ſtories (the uſual 
cajolements employed at firſt em- 
barking) of footmen, who, by 
their good behaviour, roſe even to 
the marrying their maſter's daugh- 
ters, that I thought of nothing 
leſs, than in a year or two, of ri- 
ding in a coach with a fine * 
15 my ſide. 

Nothing very material Wes 
til we came within ſight of the 
houſe, when JI was ſuddenly ſeized 
with ſuch a tremor, that but for the 
kindneſs of my mother, who very 
affectionately took me in tow, I 
certainly ſnould have been rivetted 
to the ground. The reader need 
not be informed that great people of 


all ranks muſt not be abruptly ap- 
proached ; 
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proached ; time is requiſite for 
them to conſider whether their 
moments are not too precious for 
them to be at liberty to give au- 
dience to their inferiors. 

We appreached therefore the 
kitchen with all becoming humi- 
lity, where Mrs. Suſan, madam's 
head maid, (for he kept two) with 
the impertinence of a favorite, 
afked us what we wanted, ſyppoſ 


ing (L imagine) that we were only 


candidates for her favours, broken 
rictuals. This put my mother ta 
all the trouble of reheaxſing to 
Mrs, Suſan what, at the expence 
of her laſt night's: reſt, | the had 


| framed for niadam. [It is extremely 


pleaſant to obſerve what infinite 


pains the common people take to 


_— — ridiculous before 
a { their 
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their ſuperiors; ſo judiciouſly do 
they interlard their diſcourſe with 
hard words, to give themſelves the 
air of learning. However, after as 
nice a ſcratiny into my qualifica- 
tions, as if ſhe had been principal, 
Mrs, Suſan was pleaſed to fignify 
that ſhe approved of me, conclud- 
ing with a moſt modeſt hint, that 
madam left greater matters than 
theſe to her direction. Perhaps, 
reader, thou art amazed at Mrs. 
Suſan's facility; but if thou conſi- 
dereſt that every one wants ſome- 
body to vent their ſpleen upon, and 
that it is much more agreeable to 
have a boy to ſift cinders, fetch 
wood, &rc. than to perform thee 
aflagreeable offices one's elf, Mrs. 
Suſan's behaviour will appear to 
have been with a perfect conſiſt- 


ency 
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ency to the character of an Upper 
maid. 

Nothing now remained but 
madam's ratification; for which 
we were obliged to wait till her 
breakfaſt was over ; it being com- 
mon to her, with many other la- 
dies,. never to be in a good humour 
when, the had the leaſt ſubject of 
being otherwiſe: two or three 
large plates of butter toaſt gene- 
rally produced that complacency 
ſo eſſential to a gracious audience. 
Hark! the bell rings, a ſummons _ 
for our appearance ! I think I ſee 
my poor mother compoſing her 
features into a moſt puritanical 


primneſs. I dare. fay, reader, 


thou can'ſt eafily frame to thyſe? 


a tight country dame diſarming 


pride it{elf by a continued diſcharge 
| of 


oF A FOOTMAN. 23 
of curtſies, with a healthy auk- 
ward-looking lad, keeping time 
with his aukward catechiſe bows, 
but thou can'ſt not conceive the 
confufion which the preſence of a 
fine lady, with the parſon of the 
pariſh into the bargain, threw me 
into; for, from the firſt moment 
that I ſet my feet in the parlour, 
which to my imagination appeared 
a perfect inchanted caſtle, every 
faculty, except that. of repeating 
after my mother the laconic mono» 
ſyllables of yes and na, forſook 
me. 
In fine, after the moſt critical 
ſurvey of my perſonal excellencies, 
the lady informed my mother what 
were the qualifications ſhe expect- 
ed in a ſervant, which were no 
| more 
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more nor leſs than what nevet 
meet in the ſame perſon, rarely in 
feveral. Such an exorbitant de- 
mand would have embarraſſed any 
but a fond mother, who has no- 
thing but extraordinaries in her 
family. My mother, who with 
the utmoſt impatience had waited 
for this opportunity, by way of 
giving fatisfaftzon to madam, open- 
ed every flbodgare of eloquence in 
my commendation, frequently in- 
terlarding her diſcourſe with many 
not very oblique compliments to 
herſelf for having formed ſuch a 
_ prodigy, contlading with ſume 
very pious cant about Providence 
that would never ſuffer her babes 
to want: an arte frequently 
made uſe of by the Common peo- 
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ple to recommend themſelves to 
their ſuperiors, celebrated for their 

piety. * 

In fine, the event proved that 
Mrs. Suſan did not over-rate her 
conſequence, for Mr. Chryſoſtom, 
(who had hitherte quietly enjoyed 
the beſt remedy for a talkative 
wife—a ſtupeſying pipe) by à cer- 
tain ſkill in phyſiognomy, pecu- 
liar to the hen-pecked, having 
learnt his fair ſpouſe's ſentiments,” 
bid me be a good boy, and go 
into the kitchen. No unfortunate 
debtor, after a confinement of ſeve- 
ral years, by the merciful hand'of 
policy, ever heard the firſt ridings 
of an act of grace, with half the 
Joy that I did my releaſe, —_© 

My mother having ſettled pecu- 
niary matters, ſoon joined me in 

Vor. I. C the 


donciled me to my 
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the Kitchen, whore, after the moſt 
preſſing exhortation to make it my 


_ conſtant buſineſs to pleaſe Mrs. 


Suſan and Mfrs. Betty, (for ſhe 
very prudently avoided giving of- 
fence to their pride by making uſe 
of the levelling term, fellow-ſar- 
vanis, ] left me in pretty nearly the 


 Gmeblubbering condition in which 
fand mamma 1 her dar- 


ling to the cuſtody of tremendous 
Nedagegue. 

\The grief of boys is ſeldom of 
long continuance ; the kind treat- 
ment of the family more than re- 
new ſituation : 
it even,peeſented thoſe gaudy ſcenes 
with whioh: my mother firſt fired 
my imagination, in proportionably 
more. bewitching colours, as with 
WE, ſtrides I ſeemed to approach 

them. 
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them. But when once I was fafely 
bampered' in the ſure ſnare for 
birds of paſſage, a twelvemonth's 
contract ſervitude, the {ky began to 
lower. There is but little depend- 
ance on the ſunſhine of January, 

My miſtreſs, with the ſeeming 
greateſt ſurprize, ſoon began to 
find out that my mother, like moſt 
other panegyriſts, in the diſplay of 
my excellencies, had rather exceed 
ed the truth. She was one of 
thoſe reaſonable people, who, ex- 
pecting perfection every where but 
in herſelf, was conftantly blaming 
her ſervants for what was only her 
own miſtake: I now did nothing 
right; my real as well as ſuppoſed 
faults were rung in ears from 
morningetill night. Dared I venture 
to complain, the plentifulneſs of ber 
C 2 table 
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table was contraſted with the ſcan- 
tineſs of my father's humble board, 
though that part of it which fell 
to my ſhare, would otherwiſe have 
become the portion of common 
„ 
The maids (who are commonly 
copies done in the worſt manner 
of their miſtreſſes) trod in her 
amiable ſteps; the tyranny of 
three women is ſurely equal to 
Phalaris's ! However, I foon found 
out the important ſecret of ren- 
dering them propitious; they had 
ſweethearts; but as the appetites 
of ruſtic lovers are commonly too 
keen to be ſatisfied with the nectar 
and ambroſia of their miſtreſſes 
ſweet lips, madam did not allow 
any gueſts of this fort to approach 
the kitchen; though: according 

a to 
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to her own account, ſhe was the beſt 
miſtreſs in the kingdom ; ſuch was 
her liberality, humanity, and in- 
dulgence, to the ungrateful huſſeys. 
Her miſtake aroſe from eſtimating 
her profeſſions of kindneſs at as 
high a rate as ſhe did the reality 
in other people. However, it 
muſt be confeſſed ſhe had great 
reaſon for the precaution ; for it 
is inconceivable what a conſumꝑ- 
tion is made of all kinds of provi- 
fions in kitchen courtſhips ; whe- 
ther in ruſtics there is an inſe- 
parable connection between the 
hunger of the mind and the body. 
When madam therefore went out, 
it was my buſineſs to make Dick 
and Tom em with the 
happy news. 

But ſtill 1 was very miſerable; 

. 03 a foul 
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a foul weather coat, with happi- 
neſs tacked to it, was too cheaply 
bartered for the finery of a blue 
ſuit of my maſter's, tarned. (my 
miſtreſs being too good an œcono- 
miſt to ſuffer him to wear black, 
which was incapable of being 
converted into a livery). with a 
fine yellow. cape, but unattended 
with that peace and quiet which 
too often leave us 'as foon as we 
give up our independency. And 
what ſtill aggravated my ſufferings 
was, that in every one's opinion 
except my own, I was. ,citeemed 
compleatly bappy. . | There Was 
ſcarce a day, paſſed in. which I. was 
not inſulted with congratulations. 
Nay, a certain, female, one of my 
miſtreſs's ſcandal purveyors, ſicken- 


ed at. e fortune, and We 
9 3 _ 
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help of better opties than ber 
neighbours, diſcovered in me 
certain embryo vioes, that one day 
would advance me to the dignity 
of a Tyburn hero ; which, to be 
ſare, inereaſed my miſtrels's good 
opinion of me. 

It is pleaſant to obſerve by what 
arts ſome people acquire reputa- 
tion. For inſtance ; certain ladies, 
of the leſter gentry, who are too 
_ good: | ceconomiſts. to purchaſe a 
character at any great experice, 
By a kind of tacit conſent, ate 
conſtantly praifing their acquaint- 
ance as mighty good ſort of peo- 
ple, (though it is difficult to ſay 
in what it confiſts;) thus by 
bandying one another's fame up 
and down, ever avoiding coming 
to particulars, they often perſuade 

C 4 thoſe 
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thole not greatly. intereſted to exa- 
mine very cloſely, that they are 
ſurrounded by nothing but angels. 
Whereas, if the common people 
are conſulted, - whoſe fituation 
obliges them to be more attentive 
to facts, they are frequently found 
to be eminent for nothing but 
harrafling their ſervants, ill-uſing 
all beneath them in general, and 
never ſuffering their huſbands to 
have any peace, unleſs conſulting 
ſome ſcheme of pride and vanity 
of theirss My miſtreſs was ef- 
teemed an excellent woman every 
where but at home; all her ſu- 
periors were truly ſe nfible of her 
unbounded generoſity 3 nobody's 


turkies and pigs being ſo good 


as her's. The ſquire's lady often 
— * the bluſhed to 
think 
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think how much ſhe was indebted 
to good Mrs. Chryſoſtom; a pair 
of Sheffield candleſticks, with 
every now and then a piece of 
filk to make miſs Chryſoſtom a 
gown, were to be ſure vaſtly in- 
adequate to a turkey and pig 
once a year! But the common: 
people, who are not bleſſed with 
ſo nice a ſenſibility, having nothing 
to give in return, were in no 
danger of being ſurfeited with 
tarkies and pigs. 

I think I have made mention of 
the Miſs Chryſoſtoms, but the 
reader knows nothing more of 
them, than that they were young 
ladies, and wore mittens. - The 
youngeſt being but a girl, Thall 
confine myſelf to the character of 
the eldeſt. Miſs Chryſoſtom, 

C 5 though 
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though but ſeventeen, was an exact 
copy of her mamma; grave, for- 
mal, and in appearance the moſt 
amiable of her ſex. But what 
chiefly diſtinguiſhed her was too 


exquiſite a ſenſibility; ſuch an 


impreſſion did the, faults of her 
acquaintanee make upon her 
It was ſueh a violence to her 
natutal diſpoſition to be always 
forced to cenſure l And as ſhe 
had wit enough to obſerve, to hat 
advantage the appearance of ſeve- 
ral vintues was; managed by the 
more 1kilful part of her ſex, ſhe; 
deemed. it neceſſary to counterfeit 
humanity. Was there an unfor- 
tunate girl, by too great eredu- 
lity rendered an object of com- 
paſſion, Miſs was ſure to be the 
firſt in — a little ſubſerip- 


tion 
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tion for her, but then ſhe always 
took care not to mention it pri- 
vately to thoſe of her on age, 
but in the preſence of their mam 
mas, who ſhe knew had too 
great regard for their own and 
their daughters reputation to ha- 
zard it by what is called coun- 
tenancing vice. But a propoſal 
from one fo young, and withal 
ſo prudent, was conſidered as an 
inſtance of the higheſt benevo- 
lence and tender-heartedneſs. By: 
ſuch like arts ſhe procured ad- 
mittance into many of the beſt 
families; her conduct being 
confidered as a kind of morab 
ſampler for thoſe poſſeſſed of 
leſs hypocriſy to form their be- 
haviour. by. 

Among the reſt, the aire 
| CS lady 
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lady of the village invited miſs 
to her houſe; ſhe had a daugh- 
ter, a great hoyden, that required 
ſuch a diſcreet companion. It 
was the unhappineſs of this young 
lady to be too partial to her fa- 
ther's footboys. Miſs Chryſoſtom 
read her the lectures of an old 
maiden aunt from morning till 
night, but all in vain; ſhe had 
placed ſupreme: happineſs in a 
lover of her own, not her father's 
chuſing. Whilſt Miſs Chryſoſ- 
tom was engaged in this arduous 
undertaking, it happened that the 
young ſquire, who was lately 
entered at Cambridge, returned. 
This young gentleman had made 
the proper advantage of reading 
Horace at a public ſchool, where 
there are almoſt as many com- 
mentators 


« w- 
> 
* 


4 


or a FOOT MAN. 37 
mentators as boys of ſixteen; in 
ſhort, if old women had been 
judges, they would have pro- 
nounced him too learned for his 
age. Miſs Chryſoſtom being hand- 
ſome enough to engage his atten- 
tion, he aſſailed her with a thou- 
ſand flattering ſpeeches ; at firſt 
her affected coyneſs repulſed his 
addreſſes; but perceiving his per- 
ſeverance, ſhe began to conceive 
hopes of converting him into a 
huſband. Her reſerve now began 
to diminiſh, One fatal day they 
ſtrolled into a little wood a nut- 
ting: Mifs Hoyden, who (as the 
faid) hated to ſpoil ſport, pur- 
poſely left them. Woods and 
groves amazingly abound with 
temptations. Poor Miſs Chryſoſ- 
tom was left to the diſcretion of 


her 
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her : treacherous heart, which 
ought never to be truſted at 
eighteen. 

One fatal moment burled her 
from the pinnacle of honour and 
reputation, to diſgrace: and con- 
tempt. In a few months her 
mamma's prying eyes diſcovered: 
what-the lovers could have wiſhed: 


not even the genius of the woods 


had: been ebnſcious of. In ſhort; 
by way of compleating her ward- 
robe the young *ſquire preſented! 
Mifs with a green gw. 

It is no eaſy matter to deferibe: 
the diſtreſs of Mr. and Mrs. Chry- 
ſoſtom: but as the great are go- 
verned by certain rules contrived; 
for: their own convenience, ther 
ſquire and his lady had too 
much regard for the reputation 
of 
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of their family to ſuffer their ſon 
to marry Miſs; the only deſtroy- 
ing the peace: of a family, and 
rendering a poor indiſcreet girl 
wretched for ever, being an object 
too low for honour: to A 
zance . 

Mise therefore was compelled 
to uſe the pretence of viſiting: 
an old tich aint; at a diſtance, 
that had juſt dropt from the 
clouds, whilſt, in fact, ſhe took 
refuge in ſome ſuch: afylum as 
the truly ſympathetic Mrs. Goff 
ſo humanely offers to the un- 
fortunate fair. 

Friendly readet, as * con- 
tracted: no ſmall regard for thee (1: 
hope it is reciprocal} Iwill en- 
deavour. to anticipate thy queries: 
— lo little mention is made of 
parſon 
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parſon Chry ſoſtom, who maſt like- 
ly was ſomebody, at leaſt in his 
own houſe; no; thou art altogether 
miſtaken; the good man was never 
eſteemed any) body or any thing 
as to conſequence either at home 
or abroad. A troubleſome wife, 
unleſs ſhe chances to meet with a 
more troubleſome huſband, quick- 
ly poſſeſſes herſelf: of ſovereign 
ſway. This the world are ſaga- 
cious enough ſoon to find out. 
Parſon Chryſoſtom was probably 
the original from whence Sterne 
drew that fine copy of humanity, 
the good, the benevolent uncle 
Toby; but confidering - perhaps 
the prejudices of the age, he durſt 


n 
ww nr 


not hazard ſo finiſned a character 
in a dreſs that too often is ſuppoſed 


to exclude every virtue. With the 
ſimplicity 
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ſimplicity and integrity of Socra- 
tes, fortune deſtin'd him to hu- 
manize the wild beaſts of a little 
obſcure village; the college of 
which he was fellow, having pre- 
ſented him with a living. 
Philoſophy as well as poetry has ſe 
diſguiſed things, that a ſtudent 
who truſts to their repreſentations 


has ſoon reaſon to lament his cre- 


dulity. A very little experience 
being ſufficient to convince him, 
that every village is not Arcadia, 
the dreams of the cloſet ſucceſſively 
diſappear, This was what hap- 
pened to the poor parſon ; who 
expecting to find the world to- be 
juſt as it ſhould be, was unpre- 
pared to engage with its vil- 
lany. All his perſuafives to juſ- 
tice and honeſty enforced by his 

| own 
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own melt powerful example, were 
to far regarded by the farmers as. 
to produce a general, combination 
to cheat him in his tithes ; nay, 
one of his female auditors, of moſt 
exemplary, piety, vouchſafed ſo far 
to deſcend from heavenly objects, 
on which her thoughts | ſeemed 
tolely fixed, as to make a ſinall 
advantage of his ignorance in 
the attigles. of butter and eggs. 
The common people too, Who 
love to ape their ſuperiers, made 
it their buſimeſs to drain his purſe 
by fictitious diſtreſs; all the lof- 


ſes of the country bei 8 contned 


td this village ft} 4 ( 

His eyes were at length — 
by the kindneſs of Mrs. Tabitha 
Prudence, who had lived long. 


en in the world to diſcover 
its 
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its roguery. In all his difficulties 
therefore he conſtantly repaired to 
her for advice. This venetable lady 
had a fair niece, her'ſecond felf in 
all economica} arts, Miſs Polly 
was her name. Now as it often hap- 
pened that Mrs. Tabitha was either 
really indifpoled, or had her reaſons 
for appearing to be ſo, Miſs Polly 
was obliged to ſupply her place. 
A woman when” ſhe has got to the 
wrong ſide of thirty, begins: to 
fubſticace prudenex in the room of 
love. Miſe Polly therefore began 
to conſider Ms. Chryſoſtom's for- 
tune as capable of making any 
conſiderate woman happy Perhaps 
too his ſimplicity might contribute 
ſomethinꝑ to a lady of her age toen- 
hance his merit. With what is called 
the prudent part of the ſex, tho 
l are 


44 Tue ADVENTURES 
are always conſidered as the beſt 
huſbands who are the eaſieſt ma- 
naged. Be this as it may, it is 
certain, that ſhe ſtrove by a thou- 
ſand little artifices to captivate his 
heart. Every pot of .pickles owed 
their perfection to her ſkill: But 
all this did not produce the de- 
fired effect. He was all bene vo- 
lence without a ſpark of paſſion. 
The common- place ſubject for con- 
verſation in the country, is what 
has a cloſe connection with the 
firſt great command. No ſooner is a 
young man known to pay a ſecond 
viſit to ſome young woman, but 
the whole village rings with their 
cour tſhip; 5 nays: ſome of the moſt 
charitable- of the good women be- 
gin to keep love's accounts for che 
* 1251 7 18 115 f abi; 22 
The 


of AFEFOOT MANI 45 
The parſon's frequent viſits to 
Mrs: Prudence's were ſoon taken 
notice of; his brethren the clergy. 
were exceedingly pleaſant upon the 
occaſion ; the ladies too congratu+ 
lated him on his prudent choice; 
according to them no two people 
on earth were ſo calculated for each 
other! This is always the cant 
when they want to raiſe a laugh 
at the coſt of ſome poor credulous 
fool! But one day Mrs. Prudence, 
unaccompanied by Miſs Polly, a 
thing not uſual, made the parſon 
a viſit, and after many aukward 
attempts to be more than ordinary 
polite, diſcovered the occaſion of 
her coming. She had no doubt, 
ſhe ſaid, of his being a man of 
honour; for the whole country 
proclaimed him to be ſuch; but 

4 : it 
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It: was extremely odd that he had 
not firſt made her sequainted with 
his regard for her niece : How- 
ever, ſince the found it to be mu- 
tual, ſhe for her part, had no 


objection; conchiding with! an 
offer to give Miſs Polly a thouſand: 


pounds, together with the rever- 


fion of her whole fortune, at leaſt 
if ſhe did not change her mind. 


Shade of Hogarth ariſed None but 


thee can give an adequate idea of 
the aſtoniſhment of the poor par- 
ſon l It was to no purpoſe that 
he attæmpted to aſſure her that he 
had never but once | kufſed her 
niece, and that too at the deſire of 
ſome farmers wives at a Chriſtmas 
treat: Her counter aſſuranoes that 
the reputation as wall as happineſs 


ner: niece, ſtwuld not be fo 
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trifled with, prevailed. She re- 
turned perfectly ſatisfied. This was 
a dear putthasof the art rof houle- 
e 7 tot. 

The nextviſfit tereforewhichlie 
paid Miſs Polly, was attended with 
ſuch explanations as quickly led 
to the final adjuſtment of matters 
in the church. 
very good wife, at leaſt in the wo- 
mens ſenſe of the word : ** Chaſte 
as the icicle that hangs: on Dian's 
tomple, the religiouſly: adhered 
to every part of her marriage vows, 
except what happened to clafh 
with her inclinations. It was only 
a little unlucky for her hufband 
that ſhe did not chance to agree 
with St. Paul eoficerning the or- 

| nament 
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nament of a meek al in pt 


rit. 
Thus * I tired the reader 
with a long digreſſion, for the fake 


of giving him ſome; ſmall inſight 


into the characters of my maſter 
and miſtreſs. I ſhall proceed with 
more rapidity for the future, 


i}: tes 45119 
T I ME wonderfully abates our 


ſorrows ; kind nature has 
been ſo indulgent, as to provide 
us with this balſam for every ſore: 
1 bad now weathered the worſt 


part of the ſtorm; benign Michael- 


mas, the. modern Saturnalia, ap- 
proached 


TO SELL: 
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proached with its uſual charms. 
For tho' I had made a tolerable 
proficiency in the art well known 
to my fraternity, of treating with 
ſullen contempt the conſtant taunts 
of a miſtreſs difficult to be pleaſed; 
yet [ ſighed for a releaſe. I knew 
ſo little of the world, that I imagin- 
ed my miſtreſs to be the only 
croſs gentlewoman in it. How- 
ever, vanity proved my friend. A 
certain curate of the neighbour- 
hood, having waited fo long for 
preferment that he began to en- 
tertain ſome doubts whether Pro- 
vidence took care of the intereſts 
of the leſſer clergy as well as of the 
greater, very prudently married a 
lord's whore's ſiſter, with a living 
of a brace of hundreds for a por- 
tion. The lady, who from her great 
connections ſuppoſed herſelf a per- 
Vor. I. D ſon 
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ſon of faſhion, took it into her 
head, for the firſt time of her life, 
to viſit a neighbouring aſſembly, 
the ne plus ultra of felicity, in the 
opinion of new-made gentlewo- 
men and affected towns-people 
Juſt emerged from an odiqus ſhop, 
This ſally of vanity proved fatal 
to the peace of the neighbourhood; 
the parſons' wives, who had hither- 


to contented themſelves with be- 


ing at the head of their reſpective 
pariſhes, reſolved not to be out- 
done by an upſtart, the ſiſter of a 
lord's T * ** *. But obſerve, reader, 
this was only muttered ; lords are 
ſuppoſed to enjoy a diſpenſing 
power from the obligations of mo- 
rality and decency. Beſides, this 
nobleman followed the ancient 
cuſtom of commuting crimes : the 

: moſt 
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moſt rigid diſciplinarian never once 
thinks "af exacting penance where 
the ſmoking haunch is ready to 
make ſo good an apology. 
Indeed few of the clergy now 
affect this ſeverity, unleſs by the 
perſuaſion of their over virtuous 
wives, or aged miſtreſſes, who are 
paſt the danger of betraying their 
maſter's partiality. 

The contagion of pride i is won- 
derful; my miſtreſs reſolved to viſit 
the next aſſembly. It was in vain 
that my maſter remonſtrated, that 
poor grey would never be able to 
drag the crazy chaiſe thro' the ter- 
rible roads; the reſolutions of wo- 
men, like the laws of the Medes 
and Perſians, do not admit of 
change. 

All things being duly prepared, 


D 2 we 
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we ſet off upon our expedition ; 
poor grey dragged us in ſtate and 
one. All his wiſe remonſtrances, 
which conſiſted in every now and 
then ſtopping ſhort, and wiſtfully 
looking back, were diſregarded. At 
length, but not - without great 
dificulty, we accompliſhed our 
iourney. But inſtead of feeling 
our dignity and conſequence, as I 
weakly expected, the ſaucy towns- 
people did nothing but ſet their 
baboon faces at us; tho' they well 
knew that the chaiſe was to be 
loaded home with the reſpective 
articles of their ſhops. 

Whilſt my maſter and miſtreſs 
were adjuſting their cloaths for the 
aſſembly, it was my buſineſs to 
. fee that the hoſtler did not grow 
ich too faſt at the expence of poor 


grey 8 


or a FOOTMAN. 53 


grey's belly. But that buſineſs 
once over, curioſity prompted me 
to get a peep. at the aſſembly. 
The company made a moſt bril- 
hant appearance; but I could not 
conceive the reaſon of their being 
at ſo much pains only to gape at 
each other; for excepting a few 
of the boobies of fortune, who were 
ſtrolling up and down the room 
with that filly fimper which ra- 
ther denotes depth of purſe than 
underſtanding, the reſt ſeemed by 
a kind of enchantment fixed to the 
ſpot they had choſen. Here one 
might , obſerve a variety of the 
moſt ridiculous attitudes; the little 
glyſter-pipes with their uſual pom- 
polity as if preſcribing to their pa- 
tients; the attornies in the height 
of triumph as if confounding com- 

D 3 mon 


4 Tur ADVENTURES 
mon ſenſe by the wonderful diſ- 
coveries of the law ; while two or 
three boniface Parns were upon 
the watch on tiptoe to cateh a 
glance of reflected conſequence from 
the ſquires. The ladies perform- 
ed a moſt extraordinary as well as 
unuſual character; they fat Cu 
the room in perfect. ſilenee. But 
upon the appearance of a certain 
lady, as right Honourably diſtin- 
guiſhed by a pair ef high ſhoulders 
as her anceſto had been by the 
folly of his prince, the whole com- 
pahy became in motion; all flew 
to pay their adoration ts this 
Egyptian idol; happy ſhe that 
could firſt eurtſy away her con- 
ſequence. When flattery was pretty 
well exhauſted; the company ſe- 
un to enjoy — reſpective 
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amuſements; the younger part to 
enjoy the moſt elegant as well as 
moſt natural entertainment, I mean 
dancing; here the joyous emo- 
tions of the heart were ſuffered to 
diſcloſe themſelves in graceful ele- 
gant motion : thre elder, to gratify 


the favourite paſſion of age, avarice. 
Here one might obſerve the ex- 


treme confidence that ladies place 


in one another ; the fair daughtets 


of Billingſgate are not half ſo 


| watchful of the fiſherman's honeſty 


as theſe were of the pool-keeper's. 


But who are they, thought J, 
who occupy the feats around the 


room; they were, I found, blanks 
of ſociety, venerable miſſes of forty 
and fifty, who, thro' an overplus of 
leiſure as well as benevolence, were 
collecting a fund of ſcandal to fill 

| D 4 the 
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the mighty void till the next meet- 
ing. The improprieties of dreſs 
to be obſerved at church being 
nothing comparable to the plea- 
ſure of diſcovering the forward 
creatures fondneſs for the fellows |! 
If the reader is deſirous of a livelier 
picture of theſe oddities, I refer 
him to Mrs. Salmon, who in her 
ſhew - glaſſes, in the old maids 
converſation, has them in minia- 
e, 
Tired wh a ſight which pleaſes 
no longer than recommended by 
novelty, I was going to retire, 
when an affected girl choſe to faint, 
for the pleaſure of being carried 
out in her partner's arms: who 
it ſeems not being quite ſo ſenſible 
of her charms as ſhe could have 
wiſhed; ſhe choſe this artful me- 
thod 
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thod of at once exciting his pity 
and inflaming his imagination, by 
a certain diſcovery which in faint- 
ing is often made. It was thus 
that my miſtreſs interpreted the 
lady's ſickneſs. This forced me 
to a molt precipitate flight into the 
kitchen, where getting into com- 
pany with ſome of my brethren, 
the very natural ſubject of places 
was introduced. Thoſe who have 
little acquaintance with the world 
are very forward in contracting a 
friendſhip with almoſt every one 
that treats them civilly; I opened 
all my griefs to them. One of them 
in particular bid me have a good 
heart, for there were places enough 
to be got for ſuch lads as me ; at the 
ſame time pointed out one that he 


thought would ſuit me. I was fo 
D 5 delighted 
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delighted with the intelligence as 
in imagination to be already in 
poſſeſſion of my new place. 

At length the wiſhed- for mo- 
ment came, when ſated with plea- 
ſure my miſtreſs perceived that it 
was time for grey to ſplounce them 
back again. She had been ſo happy! 
out of two baronets, four ſquires, 
and three prebends ladies, two had 
been bleſſed with fo happy a me- 
mory as not only to know her, but 
alfo to remember how many chil- 
dren the had; then ſo far con- 
deſcended as to aſk after miſſes by 
name! But the poor parſon ſpoiled 
all; having been compleatly miſer- 
able the whole time, he could not 
help expreſſing his concern that 
ſo many otherwiſe ſenſible people 
— meet for the meer purpoſe 

. of 


. 
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of contemplation, which in his 
opinion was vaſtly better indulged 
in ſolitude ! Beſides, he had not 
been able to diſcover the ſavourineſs 
of roaſt beef in a piece of dry ſeed 
cake. ' 

We got home without meet- 
ing with any other accident than 
being now and then ſtuck in the 
mud; but the whip occaſionally 
ſupplying grey with a recruit of 
ſtrength as well as ſpirits, we 
ſurmounted every difficulty. No 
fchool-boy at breakingup ever waits 
ed with half the impatience the 
arrival of his father's horſes, that T 
did my next jobation. However, 
I was not long diſappointed ; my 
miſtreſs either had, or fancied ſhe 
had, occaſion to exerciſe her lungs; 
D 6 for 


— — — —— 
— — . — 
— — — — — — —_ ä 


— 


17 
ir 
1 
* LH 
1 
FIT! 
i 
41 
ih 
1 
$ ' 
ys: 
: 
d. 
t 
| 
: 5 
1 
11! 
1s 
101 
1 
III 
un 
1 
tf 
mm 
115 
0 


60 Tur ADVENTURES 

for one day, according to cuſtom, 
by way of making me ſenſible of 
my happineſs, ſhe enumerated all 
the advantages of her place, with 
every now and then a threat to 
ſend me home to ſtarve. This, to 
a perſon who had a good place 
in view, was too much for tame- 
neſs itſelf to bear. Madam, ſays 
I, tho' I be but a poor boy, I can 
get as good . a place as your's at 
any .time.” Language ſo unuſual 
enraged her to the higheſt degree; 
ſhe bid me inſtantly get out of her 
houſe, little ſuſpecting that I had 
reſolution to put it in execution. 
J immediately ſet about packing 
up my few cloaths; when my 
maſter came to. enquire the reaſon 
of my haſty departure. The good 
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man had ever treated me with 
ſo much kindneſs, that it grieved 
me to make him acquainted with 
what I knew muſt give him pain; 
but ſince ſome reaſon muſt be 
aſſigned, the true one I. thought 
was the beſt; I diſcloſed my 
whole heart to him. Child, ſays 
he, tho I am ſenſible that you 
have had but an indifferent time of 
it; yet for your fake I cannot 
conſent to your leaving me in this 
abrupt manner.” In fine, being 
informed of my views, he pro- 
miſed to ſpeak to the gentle- 
man himſelf, who wanted a ſer- 
vant. Such unmerited kindnefs 
had a wonderful effect upon me; 
I almoſt accuſed myſelf of ingrati- 
tude, in leaving the beſt of maſters. 
* journey being ſtopped for the 


preſent, 
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preſent, I returned to my ordinary 
occupations. 
From this moment my miſtreſs 


became quite another perſon ; fo 


refined was her hypocriſy as almoſt 
to ſtagger me in my reſolutions of 
going ; however, luckily keeping 


in mind the arts firſt employed to 
entrap me, I continued deaf to all 


her cajolements. | 

-My maſter, unknown to my 
ewiftreſs, ſpoke ſo handfomely of 
me to the gentleman, that upon 
my application I was entertained 


in his ſervice. 
| 


The happy day afvived, Ss 

I fondly imagined I was to bid 
adieu to every ſorrow ; youth undiſ- 
ciplined in the ſchool of the world 
behold nothing but gay proſpects 
before them, O would the pleaſing 
deception 
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deception but continue with us 
thro every period of life l It is 
uſual for ſervants to take a for- 
mal leave of their maſters and miſ- 
treſſes; accordingly I waited on 
mine. Separation, even where there 
is but little regard, is one of the 
moſt difagreeable circumſtances of 
life; the few pleaſures ſprinkled 
thro” all conditions have a wonder- 
ful charm in endearing old places 
n 

My miſtteſs expreſſed the great- 
en rbbeem at my going; proteſting 
that all ſhe had ſaid was only for 
my good; for that I was almoſt 
as dear to her as one of her own 
children. I muſt conſeſs, that, con- 
ſidering the unlucky manner ſhe had 
uſed to expreſs her affection, 1 
Tn y_ difficulty to perſuade my= 
| ſelf 
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ſelf of her ſincerity. But my good 
maſter did not waſte time in idle 
proteſtations, but with a look of 
benevolence that won my heart, 
bid me be good and happy; of- 
ten ſince has the image of the 
good man performed the office of 
Socrates's demon ; and whilſt my 
miſtreſs went to fetch a pious tract, 
to prevent my converſion to the diſ- 
ſenters (women are ſo uſed to forms, 
that they think the ſalvation of a 
perſon depends upon this or that 
mode of ſayinghis prayers) he ſlipped 
a guinea into my hand. I attempted | 
to thank him: but tears more for- 
cibly proclaimed my gratitude. 

Upon the return of my miſ- 
treſs I bowed and retired. It was 
with an aching heart that I trudged 
to my new place, 


8. 
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C HAP. IV. 


HAT particularly ſtrikes 
a youth of the eſtabliſhed 
church, upon his entrance into the 
ſervice of a diſſenter, is the great 
ſanity which appears to prevail 
thro' the whole family : with the 
mortifying intelligence which he 
ſoon receives, that the great broad 
road, which he had been hitherto 
taught to conſider as the beſt, if 
not the only way to heaven, is 
vaſtly inferior to the compendious 
bye path which every adventurous 
ſectary ſtrikes out for himſelf, _ 
My maſter kept a kind of ſchool 
of the prophets; he had about 
twenty young ſaints under his care, 
whom he was forming for the mi- 
niltry, 
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niſtry, He was a grave man, 
about forty; upon the whole a 
tolerable good character for a Diſ- 
fenter ; but of a moſt ungracious 
manner. Being accuſtomed to the 
gravity of his ſet, which was that 


of a particular Baptiſt, he expect- 


ed to ſee all the ſigns of election 


in his ſcholars: But tho' he chanced 
now and then to be diſappointed, 


as the reader may ſuppoſe, yet this 
moſt reaſonable demand ſhewed 
them the neceſſity of diſguiſe. 
Boys have more art than is 
nerally imagined, in forming their 
manners to the hamours of their 
ſuperiors. For inſtance, ſome of 
his ſcholars were acquainted to a 
tittle what ſort of grimace would 
perfectly pleaſe their maſter ; they 
had only to echo back his own 


religious 
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religious cant, which had been the 
chief inheritance of the family for 
ſeveral generations. One in parti- 
cular conſblted his maſter on ſpi- 
rituals, pretending to have had 
great experiences, whilſt he actually 
intrigued with 4 pious ſiſter, a 
dedcon's daughter! A very dif- 
ferent ſort of experience this! 

My miſtreſs was a plain good 
fort of woman, who perro med 
the part of an affectionate mother 
to all under her care; nature had 
been ſo indulgent to her as not to 
ſutfer religious prejudices to ſtifle 
the voice of humanity. By her 
connivance we enfoyed 4 thoufand 
little Heatheniſh amuſements, as 
my miſter called them. It was 
here that J firſt diſcovered that it 
was poſſible for an amiable mil- 


treſs 
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treſs to make boys forget the in- 
dulgences of home. 

My maſter perceiving in me a 
great deſire for learning, was at 
the pains to initiate me into the 
learned languages, which ſtudy 1 
purſued with ſuch unabated ardour, 
that in the ſpace of about two 
years, the time I lived with him, 
I was able to read the eaſieſt au- 
thors in Latin and Greek. Beſides 
theſe acquiſitions in profane learn- 
ing, 1 took a degree in Gill's | 
divinity ; knew . the cuſtoms of 
the primitive church better than 
Wall himſelf; had his great au- 
tagoniſt Gale at my fingers ends; 
was perfectly acquainted with all 
the particulars that attended the 
miraculous deliveranceof the ſaints, 


from the reign of tyranny and ido- 
latry 
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latry of Charles I. to the reſtora- 
tion of the heavenly Jeruſalem un- 
der William III; and by the aſſiſt- 
ance of my Greek was able to 
encounter the moſt orthodox of 
the eſtabliſhed church, concerning 
the ſignification of exayo:%, ei 
roc, Cc. but fortunately for the 
church, there were none of her 
ſons (a few of the clergy excepted) 
who knew any thing of the mat- 
ter, 

One day my maſter was ſo good 
as to give me a leſſon in geography; 
a pair of globes conſtantly ſtood by 
the ſide of his deſk for ſuch- like 
purpoſes. But that he might omit 
no opportunity of conveying re- 
ligious inſtruction, when he came 
to the equinoctial line, ſkrew- 
ing up his face into a truly con- 

venticle 
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venticle ſolemnity, he exclaimed, 
« O the tender mercies of God to 
mankind ! On this fide, William 
(for Will favoured too much of le- 
vity) there are perhaps ſome thou- 
ſands that will be ſaved; but on 
the other, the juſt wrath of God 
abideth,” Why, fir, replied I, an't 
they to be ſaved? Is it becauſe, 
like the devil, they are black ?” 
At the fame time humanity let 
drop a tear for the miſerable fate 
of thoſe untortunates, whoſe chief 
crime was a geographical infeli- 
city. Narrow-minded bigots, what- 
ever pretenſions they make to free- 
dom of enquiry, deem it per- 
fectly atheiſtical to conceive of 
the deity otherwiſe than as a par- 
tial contracted being like them- 
ſelves, 


This 
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This infidel tear enraged my 
maſter to the higheſt degree; no- 
thing leſs than Satan to be ſure (he 
ſaid) had ſuggeſted this deſtructive 
tenderneſs, He enlarged very much 
upon the juſtice of abſolute de- 
crees; and in fine ordered the 
whole. ſchool to immediately join 
with him in an extemporary prayer 
to counteract if poſſible the in- 
fluence which Satan ſeemed to 
have over me. As I had often 
heard my mother tell certain ſtories 
of the devil's fetching away people 
when the meaſure of their wicked- 
neſs was compleated, I fancied 
that I heard the houſe ſhake, the 
uſual method which the black 
gentleman takes to announce his 
arrival ; but our long prayer, I be- 
lieve, kept him · at a diſtance. 

However, 
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However, to atone for my hea- 
theniſm, I never once more ventured 
to employ my reaſon about what I 
had nowlearnt was out of its juriſ- 
diction; but ſwallowed ſuch large 
gulps of Flavel, and the modern 
canting tribe, as not only to re- 
cover my loſt reputation, but 
become eminent for an uncom- 
mon acquaintance with ſaving 
knowledge. Proud therefore of 
abilities ſo eſteemed by myſelf, 
though unfortunately no where 
elſe, I ventured one day to inti- 
mate, in a clergyman's kitchen 
where my ſiſter lived, that it was 
_ doubtful whether the church of 
England or Rome were the whore 
of Babylon, ſo much did they 
both abound in idolatry. The 
upper maid, who made great pre- 
tenſions 


- 
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tenſions to religion, partly becauſe 
ſhe knew, that next to goſliping, 
nothing ſo equally recommended 
her to her miſtreſs; and partly be- 
cauſe a large portion of uglineſs de- 
prived her of a chance for a ſweet- 
heart, flew immediately to acquaint 
her maſter of my inſolence. The 
good parſon, who believed the 
Church of England to be of 
apoſtolical inſtitution, becauſe it 
abounded with pluralities and ſine- 
cures, with the zeal of a flaming 
high churchman that attempts to 
defend a good cauſe with the wea- 
pons of a bad one, paſſion, im- 
mediately ſent for me into the 
parlour, to, at once, chaſtiſe my 
inſolence and confute my errors, 
at the ſame time confirm his houſ- 
hold in their orthodoxy, little 

Vor. I E ſiuſpecting 
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ſuſpecting what a formidable anta- 
goniſt he had to deal with in a 
convert to the diſſenters, armed 
with all the cant and obſtinacy of 
his ſect: but I ſo dexterouſly op- 
poſed the ſtate of the primitive 
church to modern eſtabliſhments, 
that his wife, ſecing the reputation 
of her huſband for controverſy 
upon the' point of being loſt, 
with the common refuge of the 
ſex when they are forced out of 
all their ſtrang holds of argument, 
adviſed him nat to ſo bemean him- 
ſelf as to diſpute with a boy. The 
parſon, who was | heartily ſick of 
the diſpute, very readily followed 
her advice; but having obſerved, 
that in the courſe of the debate, I 
had called St. Paul only plain Paul, 
he reproached me and the whole 
nh 0 body 
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body of diſſenters, as the great 
patrons of atheiſm and infidelity, 
then ordered me never to enter 
his doors, at leaſt till I had learn- 
ed to ſpeak of the apoſtles with 
becoming reſpect. 

What I recolle& of this famous 
controverſy does not much redound 
to the honour of either of the 
diſputants. Nonſenſe, with the 
ſhew of argument, was oppoſed to 
the moſt violent prejudices, at- 
tended with a certain narrow- 
mindedneſs that could not diſtin- 
guiſh between certain matters of 
diſcipline, which are indifferent, 
and the important articles of 
faith. fy 

My maſter had acquired ſuch a 
reputation for preaching and pray- 
ing, that there was not ſuch a 
| E 2 gifted 
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gifted man in the whole country ; 
nay, by the mere dint of his elo- 
quence, he proſelyted ſeveral 
church people, who were diſſatiſ- 
fied with their own miniſter, be- 
cauſe, neglecting. unimportant, at 
leaſt to them, ſpeculative ſubjects, 
he confined himſelf to the heathen- 
iſh doctrine of works. That is 
to ſay, inſtead of the perfection 
of angels, he only required them 
to be good men. But the com- 
mon people are ſeldom ſatisfied 
with what they either under- 
ſtand, or what does not almoſt 
frighten them out of their wits. 
At firſt fight it appears won- 
derful how the diſſenting mi- 
niſters are able to harangue fo 
continually upon ſuch apparent 


barren ſubjects as doctrinal points; 
but 
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but if we conſider that none but 
the paſtor, who for the ſake of 
the uſe which he makes of them, 


gets the better of his prejudices, 


ever looks into a divine of the 
Church of England, our ſurptize 
will ſomewhat abate; eſpecially 
when the reader is told, that I ſaw 
ſeveral of my old maſter's feſtival 


| diſcourſes (for a diſſenting miniſter, 


to pleaſe his audience, muſt always 
be in the clouds) make their ap- 
pearance again at our meeting. A 
peep into my maſter's ſtudy diſco- 
vered to me the printed ſource from 
whence they both drew their ma- 
terials. 

Happineſs ſeldom reſides with 
us long ; like all other things 
it is ſubject to change. A bad 
time (as the goſſips phraſe it) 
proved fatal to my poor miſ- 

E 3 trels ; 
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treſs ; © Atropos inſtead of Lucina 
came.“ Next to my maſter, who 
was overwhelmed with grief, I 
believe none more fincerely be- 
wailed her death than myſelf, 
though the whole family was 
but too ſenſible what a loſs they 
had ſuſtained. My maſter, how- 
ever, took refuge in religion; 
chriſtianity alone, by teaching us 
that ſuch heart- breaking ſepara- 
tions are but for a time, and 
that ſhortly we ſhall meet again 
to endure no ſecond ſeparation, 
affords the mind rational conſo- 
lation in the great calamities of 
life. The whole ſchool attended 
her to the grave; our unfeigned 
ſorrow proclaimed her virtues 4 
thouſand" times more eloquently 
ron a high. ſtrained pulpit pa- 
a gf 
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negytie, in which the preacher, 
to the great furprize of the au- 
dience, makes them acquainted 
with the ſeveral rare endowments 
of the defunct, which, till then, 
they had not been lucky W cl 

to diſcover. 

* maſter found it neceffary 
to take a houſekeeper; but the 
great difficulty lay im making 
choice of one of theſe aggregates 
of every thing that is excellent, 
without giving offence to the 
reſt of the difappointed recom- 
menders: for no fooner is a ſingle 
man known to want an upper 
ſervant, but Re is teazed to death 
by the ladies of his acquaint- 
ance in favour of forme depen- 
dant goſſip of their's, who, in 


E 4 return, 
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return, is expected to betray the 
ſecrets of her new maſter. 

However, he was ſoon. freed 
ue his embarraſſment by the 
officious zeal of the female part 
of his congregation, who, to at 
once preſerve their paſtor and 
church's honour, very importu- 
nately preſſed him to take Mrs, 
Abigail Elect, a lady, who by 
declaring eternal war againſt 
mirth and chearfulneſs ſo agree- 
able in young women, and being 
conſtantly upon the watch, whe⸗- 
ther the paſtor ſtrictly adhered 
to his original —— of faith, 
and ſometimes publicly calling 
him to account for his doctrines, 
had acquired a wonderful reputa- 
tion for ROM and © heavenly 
| mind» 
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mindedneſs. In ſhort, ſhe was every 


thing but an amiable woman. 
Such a recommendation was 


not to be withſtood ; Mrs. Abi- 
gail Ele& ſucceeded to all the au- 
thority of our poor miſtreſs ; (I 
call her poor becauſe ſhe is dead ; 
for ſhe was rich in good works) 
but not to her good qualities. 
This - faint was about. forty, 
with juſt ſuch a thin meagre 
face as Clarendon has deſcribed 
thoſe choice figures, the godly 
ambaſſadors of the city of Glou- 
ceſter to Charles I, Her firſt 
buſineſs was to abuſe the me- 
mory of our poor miſtreſs, who 
(according to her) had ſuffered 
us to relapſe into heatheniſm. 
She therefore began our conver- 


_ by depriving us of all our 
| E 5 inno- 
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innocent pleaſures; the ſabbath 
being reſtored: to a perfect Jew- 
1h ſtriftnefs. And not content 
with our maſter's teazing us to 
death with his vilifying reflec- 
tions upon the perfect morality 
of the heathens; if at any time 
in the courſe of our reading we 
chanced to meet with a fine 
inſtance of extraordinary virtue 
in the ancients, ſhe was ever 
abuſing all profane learning, com- 
pared to the cant of an old pgoſ- 
ſip debaſing the ſcriptures by her 
contracted interpretation. Indeed, 
ſo marvellouſly was ſhe verſed in 
the ways of providence, that ſhe- 
uſed to ſpeak, of theſe awful, 
myſteries with as decifive an air 
as if ſhe had been privy-coun- 
ſollor to heauen. 
But 
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But it was my good fortune 
to become a favourite with hey; 
having ſuffered: for my ſincerity 
I had learnt the art to: cant wich 
hen. 
It felb out, "_ oo ths 
holidays, that as Mrs Abigail was 
reconefling predeſtination with 
free will, (the maid: being gone 
out to ſee her friends) ſhe-come 
plained of a violent pain in hen 
ſtomach, and by her reſtleſsneſo 
made a diſcovery of certain ex- 
quiſitely white priſoners that had 
been immerſed under a double 
handkerchief for above twentz. 
years. Modeſty, prompted. me to- 
turn away; but curioſity, and- 
the feelings of eighteen, more, 
foreibly bid men, on. I. had: 
too much reſgecb for Mrs. Abi=, 
E 6 gail's 
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gail's character, as well as un- 
acquaintance with the world, to 
ſuppoſe the diſcovery made by 
deſign; but I was ſoon con- 
vinced that the warmeſt advo- 
cates for perſeuering grace can 
fall!; Mrs. Abigail proved a per- 
fect Potiphar's wife; but though 
in common with the other boys, I 
had heard her read the ſtory of 
the virtuous patriarch, with tlie 
moſt diffuſive comments, twen- 
ty times, yet (as is too often 
the caſe in great temptations) 1 
was ſo unlueky as not to re- 
member a word of it. In ſhort, 
F was upon the point of falling 
a ſacrifice to Mrs. Abigail's 
charms, - when ſome demon 
— 405 my Maſter into the 
room. Mrs. Abigail therefore 
not 
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not having time to put things 
in fatu quo, the firſt moment 
ſhe heard his ſtep, with nothing 
leſs than Satan for a prompter, 
ſcreamed the ſcream of violence, 
and with tears in her eyes be- 
gan to accuſe me of an auda- 
cious attempt upon her chaſtity, 
proteſting, that unleſs ſuch a 
profligate as I were difcharged, 
ſhe would inſtantly quit the 
houſe. I was too much aſtoniſh- 
ed at her impudence to make 
any reply; but Ry waited: — 
fate 

Whether my mates believed 
us both guilty, or thought the 
whole crime lay with me, I 
know not; but having over- 
whelmed me with reproaches 
for my ingratitude, he paid me 


_ 
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my wages, and by way of his 
laſt bleſſing puſhed- me out of 


doors. 
I was now n = 


done: with the diſſenters: he 
ward whoredom in ſcripture! is 
ſa; frequently uſed for idolatry, 
that by an unlucky-- aſſociation, 
the: idea of rebellion againſt their 
maker conſtantly preſents itſelf 
with the moro remiſſible one of 
the fleſh, It was in vain that I 
proteſted; my innecence; Mrs. 
Abigail: by long drudgery in the 
appearances of goodneſs, had eſ- 
tabliſhed a reputation not to be 
ſhaken by the aſſeverations af a- 
boy ;. except with a certain ma- 
tron that had been traduced by 
Mrs. en or greedily liſte 

ened 


171 1144 


oe F OOTMAN. 87 
ened to my tale, I was univere 
ſally found guilty. | 

It is not eaſy to- deſcribe, whe: 
on ſuch an oceafion, an oppreſſed 
youth feels; grief, rage, reſent- 
ment alternately prevail: but 
the worſt of all is, that By per- 
ceiving hypoeriſy triumphant, he 
becomes more faint and languid 
in his regard for frankneſs and 
ſincerity, n | chief orna- 
ments. 

By the generoũty of the ho- 
lars, with great prudence in the 
ule of my wages, I had ſcraped 
together ten pounds, a vaſt ſum 
to one uſed to but little money. 
This, with œconomy, I' hoped 
would ſupport me till I could 
procure another place. I there- 


| 
| 
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fore took a lodging in town, 
attended meeting twice a day, 
and behaved with ſo much de- 
cency, as even to ſoften the al- 
moſt inflexible nature of ſour 
conventiclers. But my maſter 
continued obdurate; he expected 
perfection in man, and was re- 
ſolved to be friends with none 
but what came up to that idea: 
however, after much intreaty, he 
was at laſt prevailed on to give 
me a character, with an excep- 
tion to what concerned Mrs. Abi- 
gail. Alas! the hard condition 
of ſeryants ! Their maſters make 
a merit of giving, what with-- 
out the greateſt injuſtice they 
cannot withhold? Teo many, I 
believe, by conſtantly recom- 


mending the golden rule to others, 
think 
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think themſelves diſpenſed from 
the practice, | 

I did not continue long upon 
my own hands. Thoſe of the 
eſtabliſhed church make a diſ- 
tinction in crimes; with them 
all are not of equal magnitude : 
with the men an intrigue only 
occaſions a good deal of plea- 
ſantry; the women, to be ſüre, 
exclaim a little; but then they 
are not ſo implacable as the un- 
relenting conventicle dames. An 
apothecary in a neighbouring town 
wanted a death-warrant carrier; 
for this reſpectable employment I 
propoſed myſelf a 1 and 
was accepted. 

The reader, if be; thinks he 
has not attended me too long, 
2 if he pleaſes, in the next 

| Chapter, 
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chapter, become acquainted with 
the little great nnn Mr. 


W 


e H A P. v. 


A N apothecary in the eoun - 
[ try is generally efteemed 
a greater. man than even the par- 
fon ; a huge wig, with great ſef⸗ 
a linie prig;, half a woman in 
effeminacy; are ever ſufficient. to 
excite admiration -among; _ ig. 
norant part of mankind. 


My new maſten, who uus the 
for of a taylor, inherited all the ſi- 


—— of his father, with the 
ſtupidity 
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ſtupidity of his mother, who was 
a poor filly creature, who poſſeſſed 
no other ideas than what cows and 
the churn afforded, While .at 
ſchool, he acquired great reputa- 
tion, not for his abilities as 4 
ſcholar, for he but juſt made a 
ſhift to. hobble along with the 
reſt of the dunces of his form; 
but for being the moſt fober, 
orderly, well-behaved boy of the 
whole ſchool, ſuch as wonder- 
fully . pleaſe weak filly mothers; 
old doting grandmothers, and af 


ſected maiden aunts; But if he 


was free: from vices, he Bad noa 
virtues, unleſs we reckan bie 
being a conſummate gofſip to be 
one; ſuch is our conſtitution, 
that good and bad, the amiable 
and unamiable, are commonly 

. Joined 
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joined in the ſame character; in- 
ſipidity and unmeaningneſs being 
the characteriſtics of a man 
without blemiſhes : for whilſt he 
walked the hoſpitals, his time 
was chiefly employed in picking 
up idle ſtories of his acquaint- 
ance; and then tranſmitting them 
into the country, to anſwer no 
other purpoſe than make their 
friends compleatly miſerable. By 
theſe and ſuch like arts, he eſta- 
bliſhed a character for prudence, 
ſobriety, and diſcretion. Women, 
who ought to be the beſt jud- 
ges of men, are commonly the 
worſt; any little trifling cox- 
comb, who knows not other- 
wiſe how | ta ſpend his time, 
by dangling after them, and ſmil- 
ing when they ſmile, is ſure ta 
DON: | ſoon 
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ſoon ſteal into their little 13 
capricious hearts. The elderly 


maiden ladies were charmed 


with his modeſty. A joke that 
in the leaſt ſavoured of indeli- 
cacy, covered him with the moſt 
extreme confuſion. To be ſure, 


if, inſtead of following the flirts, 


he had confined his civilities to 
them, his. character would have 
been more perfect: and to com- 
pleat his good fortune, every 


good providential mother  wiſh= 


ing to have ſuch a ſon-in-law, 
was under no apprehenſions from 
his viſits to her daughter. 

The young ladies, notwith- 
ſtanding the appearances of the 
moſt intimate friendſhip, as is 
uſual in ſuch competitions, hated 
one another moſt cordially for 
11 * 
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his fake. In ſhort, Mr, Julep 
diſſociated the whole place. 
However, he was pleaſed to 
reſtore harmony to the | angelic 
part, by giving his hand, for heart 
the milkſop had none) to Mis 
Plumb, a grocer's daughter. This 
lady was the affectation of a gen- 
tle woman. Her parents had been 
at the expence of ſending her for 
a year to a boarding- ſchool, on pur- 
poſe that on her return ſhe might 
give law in all matters of pride and 
vanity: far, unfortunately, the 
matrons of the place had been 
educated with ſuch cconomy, 
that, at a certain election ball, 
to the great mortification of the 
ladies, there was not a perſon of 
the place that could dance a mi- 
nuet with the member | 


The 
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The joy of eſcaping from a ſhop 
is inconceivable; my miſtreſs was 
now become a gentlewoman, and 
upon an equality with Mrs. La- 
titat the attorney's wife, who with 
her rank had frequently. inſulted 
her, There was only the parſon's 
wife above her, and even ſhe had 
never been at a boarding-ſchool, 
and of courſe could not at about 
her governeſs. 

_ However great Neale are. 40 
few, that they are often forced to 
condeſcend to take up with the 
company of their inferiors. This 
being my miſtreſs's misfortune, 
ſhe, very reluctantly was obliged to 
difplay her finery at Mrs. Snip's a 
taylor's wife, but unluekily the 


hdy of the houſe was unacquainted 
. rw Whiſt my mif- 
treſs 
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treſs abhorred as a poor low- lived 
game. She was therefore obliged 
to fit in filent contempt of igno- 
rant Mrs. Snip. There was a top- 
ing farmer who kept her com- 
pany; he too did not admire whiſt 
(for he knew no other game) be- 
cauſe he conſidered that thoſe who 
play cannot well get drunk but at 
their own coſt. Having formerly 
courted my miſtreſs, he gave the 
company to underſtand that "twas 
not the 1:dy's fault that ſhe did not 
get him for a huſband; with'much 
other coarſe familiarity that great- 
ly offended her pride. But as his 
wife teemed every year and was 
otherwiſe a good patient to Mr. 
Julep, for ſome time ſhe repreſ- 
ſed her reſentment, till the farmer 


Nen to praiſe his landlady, the 
ſquire 
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quire of the place's widow, this 
was too much for the patience of a 


fine lady to bsar. The occaſion of 
her diſlike proceeded from the la- 


dy's not returning her impertinent 


viſit. She now avail'd herſelf of all 


theeloquence of her ſex; ſhefought, 


ſhe ſcratched, and even converted 
the punch into an inſtrument of 


his diſgrace, The farmer who was 
juſt gallant enough not to threſh 


any woman but his 'own wife, 
only wiſhed that ſhe was his wife: 
whilſt his wife perhaps lamented 
that ſhe was not poſſeſſed of fo 
much ſpirit as Mrs. Julep. If 
Mrs. Julep had not been educated 
at a boarding-ſchool, tis likely 
this outrageous behaviour would 
have ſubjected her to the cen- 
ſure of ill- breeding; but with her 
Vor. I. F known 
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known accompliſnments it was 
only conſidered as an effect of wear- 
ing the breeches at home. 
My maſter's practice being: very 
large, he accalienelly employed 
me, 0{60py his Latin hills, finding 
me more learned than either bim- 
ſelf or apprentice. Proud of the 
employment, and like all little 
ſcholars, ambitious to ſhew My 
dearning, I began with a critic's 
hand by reſtoring the curtailed 
members of the mutilated Latin, 
which ignorance had deprived it 
of; clapped a few plaſters upon 
poor Priſcian's head; and in ſhort, 
ſuffered poor exiled caſe and gender 
once more to reſume their pro- 
per places. But behold the Kulte 
of officiouſneſs; my maſter was 
A517 2 with corrections 
that 
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that betrayed his ignorance. Prep 
ioſtead of per, Sc. might be claſſi- 
cal he ſaid, but not medical. Hip- 
pocrates and Cicero, according to 
him, were as different in their or- 
thography as in their ſubjects ! But 
what grieved me the meſt Was, 
his obſtinacy in retaining Sur- 
gendus fot Chyrurgicus ; his me- 
thod of making Latin being to 
clap us to the end of words ; this 
done, not the formidable Lily with 
all ſucceeding Grammarians, in 
his opinion, dared cavil. 


He was a wonderful inſtance 


of the force of opinion; for tho 
be had trod exactly in the ſteps of 
the old women of the faculty of 
the laſt century, of courſe regulated 
| __—_ of mortality of the town 
and ;neighbourhoad, yet by the 

F 2 aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance of greatifluency in medi- 
cal cant, with a pertinent intro- 
duction of the gibberiſh' of his 
Profeſſion to ſilence all inquiſitive- 
"neſs, he had acquired a reputation 
which few but quacks among the 
ignorant attain to. It is the pe- 
culiar felicity of country apothe- 
caries, that if by a ſmall miſtake 
of the patient's caſe, they ſhould 
moſt expeditiouſly put him out 
| of the reach of all future ills; there 
is no impertinent conſulting bro- 
ther ready to build a reputation 
by expoſing the blunders of ano- 
cher. The country people at the 
death of a relation uſually confole 
themſelves with a His time was 
come, ” calling nothing in queſtion 
but the apothecary's bill. Indeed 
uch was my maſter's reputation, 
it | that 
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that if any lady impatient of con- 
tradiction, to work cruel ſpouſe 
into greater compliance fell into 


hyſtericks, doctor * * * ® was the 


only perſon that could talk the huſ- 


band into a great fright, and con- 
ſequently relieve the patient. 

I was often fhocked at his ob- 
ſtinacy; when by the aſſiſtance 
of the diſpenſatory he had deter- 


mined the nature of a diſorder, the 
whole univerſe, with the moſt op- 


poſite ſymptoms, would never in- 


duce; him; to alter his preſcrip- 
tions ;. the: dignity.of; medicine, hg 


ſaid, was not to be diſgraced by, 


fluctuating meaſures. Being per- 
ſuaded of his ignorance, it often 
grieved me to carry the boluſſes, 
ma I conſidered as ſo many 


4+ piſtol- 


A — 
Ml —— 2 — 


. 
: 
: 
l 
: 
: 
4 
: — 
= 
v4 N 
70 
9 
.. 
4 
| 
J 
* 
4 


doo eu nada oe . — . 3. ev 5 IE. —— — - 
4 — C - 
S . - 
-% Y 8 — „4 
_ * >» 2 - 


re TH ADVEN'TURES 


piſtol· hot —_ at the pa- 
tient. 

Almoſt every biockhead can be- 
get his own Iikeneſs'; my miſtreſs 
was bleſſed with a daughter. The 
ſapremiepleaſure of additional con- 
ſequence attached to the condi- 
tion wonderfully reconciles the 
good women to the ſtraw. Among 
the real great and thoſe who: only 
fancy themſelves to he ſo, ahund- 
ance of compliments 'paſs upon 
tis oecaſion (indeet the whele life 
of moſt women is ſpent in prae- 
fling” what the Chineſe call the 
ckremoniaf. My mMiſtreſs 88 Port as 
fe was able tt receive 
Bedlthdiwiol&'ioBſe' ef the twin 
vit her ;/ tris ts ſaꝝ . the weft 
ifdtent(tratesapeoply;. whe by the 
Hop A a few more pence than their 
| neigh- 
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neighbours; conſidered themelves 
as a ſuperior order of beings. Un- 
fortunately for me, it not being 
the faſhion for the lady to make 
tea herſelf, F miſtook the order 
of handing it. Mrs. Square the 
carpenter's lady was ſerved before 
Mrs. Latitat the attorney's lady. 
The countenances of the ladies 
ſoon ſhewed me my miſtake. My 
miſtreſs, by way of apology,. com- 
plained of the awkwardnets- of ſer- 
vants in general. But alt im vain ; 
Mrs. Latitat who had met with 
ſome difficuſty in getting her prece- 
dence allowed, conſidered it as a di- 
rect deũ gnect affront; for hitherto I 
had been thoughtſo ſmart, as, among 
the reſt of Mrs. Julep's pre-eminen- 
ces, to beeome an object of envy. 
The conſequence was dreadful. Mrs. 
F4 Square 
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Square oppoſed fortune to empty 
rank: Parties were immediately 
formed; my miſtreſs being at once 
accuſed of ignorance and ill -· breed- 
ing (the greateſt crime next to that 
of violated chaſtity that the ſex can 
commit.) Mr. Latitat only wiſhed 
that it would bear an action; 
while my poor maſter frightened 
almoſt to death, begged that they 
would not be ſo violent; for that 
he began to be nervous. This 
moderation drew upon him a tor- 
rent of abuſe from his high- ſpirited 
wife, who at once accuſed him of 
tameneſs and want of proper affec- 
tion for her. Mrs. Jerom the par- 
ſon's wife was appealed to; who 
by now and then viſiting the 
ſquires' ladies of the neighbour- 
. was ſuppoſed to be ac- 

quainted 
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quainted with the etiquette of 
breeding. Mrs. Jerom ſided with 
Mrs. Square: nay, ſhe even pre- 
vailed upon her wiſe huſband to 
give his congregation a ſermon 
againſt pride and vanity. This 
not unuſual inſtance of wrong 
headedneſs in the clergy, rekindled 
the flame with tenfold violence; 
the parſon with his whole family 
were lugged into the fray. It 
now became neceſſary to ſcru-: 
tinize their genealogy, to know 
why they ſided with ow people. 
And unfortunately for their re- 
putation, it was diſcovered that 
the great grandfather of the par- 
ſon, a ſervant man, by the recom- 
mendation of a pair of broad ſhoul- 
ders had firſt robbed and then re- 
Fs paired 
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paired the honour of his miſtroſs a 
farmer's widow. 

Tired with ſo much folhy, I re- 
ſolved to make my eſcape the firſt 
opportunity: Which ſoon occur- 
red. A ſingle lady in the neigh- 
bourhood wanted a ſervant- man 
that could come well recommend 
e& for his awkwardneſs ; for be- 
ſides that ſhe had a fair meve 
whom the did not wiſh: to ſre run 
away with; fhe admired nothing 
but what was in its natural tate, 
unſpoiled, as ſhe faid; by the vicious 
refinements of the moderns. In 
this lady's ſervice I was ſo Nappy 
Web N n 257. 
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CHAP. VI. 


JE W ſcenes generally pleaſe ; 
but my preſent ſituation, 
ſtripped of the charms of novelty, 
was really a moſt agreeable one. 
My miſtreſs was a maiden lady, 
about fifty, the daughter of aclergy- 
man, who diſcovering her par- 
tiality for his footman, to prevent 
her ſeeking happineſs at the banks 
of the Tweed, locked her up in 
his library, where he inſtructed her 
in claſſical learning. Thus as ſhe 
was of a moſt romantic turn, he 
preferved her honour, and perhaps 
happineſs, at the expence of her 
underſtanding, Inſtead of a paſ- 
ſionate fondnefs for novels and pur- 
F 6 ling 


108 Tur ADVENTURES 


ling ſtreams, her's became placed 
on antiquity. | 

In ſhort, ſhe was ſo much ena- 
moured with thoſe celebrated heroes 
of antiquity, who on proper oc- 
caſions moſt nobly roſe ſuperior to 


their paſſions, that ſhe expected 


nobody any longer to have any. 
The family conſiſted of the lady, 
a-niece of about ſixteen, two maids 


and myſelf. My miſtreſs was 


charmed to find a ſervant tinctur- 


ed with Latin and Greek; ſhe 
hoped, ſhe ſaid, ſoon to revive the 


age of Atticus, when every ſlave 
was a philoſopher. The cook had 
been long proſelyted: To give a 
ſpecimen of her character One 
day it happened that ſhe eſpied 


ſome old ballads (for ber ſkill in 
* conſiſted in nicely diſ- 


- - tinguiſhing 
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tinguiſhing the beſt editions of 
thoſe lamentable love- tales that are 
ſure to make ſervant girls weep), 
and upon cheapening them, find- 
ing that the proprietor was unac- 
quainted with their ineſtimable 
value, with the ingenuouſneſs of. 
an ancient ſhe informed him what. 
price folly was s pleaſed to {et open. 
them. | 

We lived in the greateſt har- 
mony; it was my miſtreſs's ſu- 
preme pleaſure to inſpire with the 

ſublime of virtue, as ſhe called it. 
But at firſt it uſed to make m 
hair ſtand on end to hear her ex- 
claim, O what benefactors to 
the curious, earthquakes and inun- 
dations are, compared to the bar- 
barous ages! 


— 


The 
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The mold perſect characters are 
offer! ſhades by certain ridiculous 
purtieularities. Antiquariausweakly 
imagining their diferiminating flcitl 
to be infallibte, frequently! become 
dupes to their own vanity. My 
miſtreſs was a retarkable inſtance 
pened, that the country people 
buried ſome of the oldeſt and maſt 
uſdleſs of their carthen-ware to gra- 
tify her thirſt for purine, ampbvræ, 

Se. Fel 
ut into her repofiory; to view a 
freſh eatgs of curioſitles; and as 
the ſupreme pleaſure of antiquaries 
confifts itt laviſhing praiſes on what 
they deem niatchleſs (the reader 
and antiquarians will pardon me 
| for 
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for ufitg the term of a coxcomi- 
cal auctioneer) (he burſt fortir 
„Here ſuys ſiue f is a pair of 
bracelets, firſt facrilegiouffy torn 
from a Venus, which made Prax- 
iteles immortal, to grace, as it 
was then ignorantly thought, the 
clumſy fiſt of a Mretched Ma- 
dotia, fabricated itr the carieatur- 
ing times of the twelfth centory, 
but now ſtolen from x Romiih 
church in Italy, by a prieft whom 
F employ to pilfer for me.” 
This 1 thought # fine opportu- 
nity to let off part of my learn 
ing. * The Papiſts, ſays I, madam, 
would heat them red hot for us if 
evet they could get footing here 
again,” Por whilſt I lived n 
diſſenting maſter, I heard ſo much 
about red hot tongues and iron 
. collars, 
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collars, that I conceiyed of the Pa- 
piſts as never eaſy, but when they 
were roaſting, and torturing poor 
Proteſtants. My raiſtreſs only ſmiled 
at my ſimplicity;, ſne was too 
much taken W her own folly 
to attend to ea 

dhe next ſhayved us. a mutilated 
ſtatue, which coſt her two hun- 
dred guineas. As. I knew of no 
heroes out of the Proteſtant mar- 
tyrology, and thoſe bold leaders 
of the ſectaries that at once in- 
ſulted kings and convulſed the 
ſtate, vanity ſtill prompted me. to 
expoſe myſelf. I ſuppoſe, : 
dam, ſays I, that was intended be, 
Latimer or. Knox, the great Pro- 
teſtant lights of England and Scot- 
land!“ 

Finding me fo ignorant, ſhe 
applied 


” 
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applied to the cook and a ſervant 
girl hired at the ſame time with 
myſelf, and after diſplaying the 
frctile (as ſhe called it) curioſities, 
concluded, As often, Rachel, as E 
make uſe of what has been con- 
ſecrated to the antients,. I feel a 
certain inexpreſſible philoſophic 
compoſure. The ſervant girl, who 
remembered to have ſeen many 
of the articles at her grandmo- 
ther's who kept an earthen- ware 
ſhop, could not help expreſſing 
her ſurprize that her miſtreſs ſhould 
ſet ſo much value upon what her 
grandmother ſold ſo cheap. La. 
madam, ſays ſhe, my grandmothen 
has a many of theſe.” © I wiſh ſhe 
had, ſays my miſtreſs, with a ſmile 
that deplored the girl's ignorance, 
ſhe would not then have occaſion 

ta, 
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to ſell earthen- ware much longer. 
But, child, you don't underſtand 
theſe matters. The truth was, 
that my miſtreſs's curioſities and 
the girl's grandmother's earthen- 
ware were both fabricated: at the 
fame place; but by a very ufual 
caprice of fortune, while one was 
admired in the cabinets of the idly 
curious, the other was: deſtined: to 
be oi reakuſe'ts the induſtrious cot- 
tager. Fhis ſer vant girl wasof amoſt 
houſewifery diſpoſſtion, for i the 
true ſpirit of the notable; ſhe: had an 
unconquerable averſion to ſuffer any 
thing tobe atreſt. One day therefore 
unknown to my miſtreſs ſhe ſtole 
into the repoſitoryy left open on 
account of my miſtreſs having juſt 
performed the a (as the 
called. 
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callett it) to the bones of ſome 
Romans whielf\ſhe Had purchaſed; 
and with her whitewaſh (not to 
mention the charming Rubigo de- 
ſtroyod which had been collecting 
for ſo many ages) ſo bedaubed a 
little black. ſtatue of Apollo (an 
antique) as, (to uſe my miſtreſsis 
expreſſion when ſhe a little reco- 
vered herſelf) to make. him - look 
as ridiculouſly fine- as one of the 
kings-at the Change, with his ho- 
liday ſuit of white wuſh and gilding 
on ! My miſtreſs almoſt loſt hev 
ſenfes': Goths'! and Vandals! was 
alt that could be diſtinguiſhec ia 
warmth of her paſſion;. vowed: thut 
the poor fimꝑletem ſtwuld never 
tas agum a:drop of che-black-brotfr 


ef he pre ldd wade in 
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the greateſt perfection! | Whilſt 
the poor girl wiſhed only for 
an opportunity of hanging her- 
ſelf. Yet. my miſtreſs, ſuch was 
her. humanity, never onee thought 
of diſmiſſing her, ſhe only hinted 
to her (which ſhe termed a liberal 
pleaſantry) to prevent ſuch like ra- 
vages for the future, that the ghoſt 
of the late owner of the houſe tra- 
verſed the room in a long white 
garment, ſuch as ignorance and ſu- 
perſtition uſually clothe. mr * 
Je ofcits fears. 

- Alittle after this diſaſter, p- 
pened. that the remains of ſome 
real Roman buildings. were dif- 
oovertd : my miſtrefs's joy on the 
occaſion; was: equal to the ancient's 
with his evpyra.; congratulating 
herſelf on the certain proſpect of 

In. 
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in a few days becoming the richeſt 
perſon (in trifles) of the county: 
for there was nobody in the neigh- 
bouthood except herſelf, who did 
not prefer wiſdom's to folly's coin. 
Accordingly, attended by ſeveral 
workmen, ſhe ſet off to yy this 
thirſt of folly. 

In the mean while we in the 
kitchen in the gaiety of our heart 
uſed to divert ourſelves witk the 
cheerful amuſements of: blindman's 
buff; queſtions and commands, 
&c. at which miſs was pleaſed to 
make one.—The deſign of theſe 
ſports is to inſenſibly introduce cer- 
tain innocent familiarities between 
the ſexes, which the women dare 
not admit of but as it were by 
force and conſtraint. But they too 
often prove the preluſions of love. 
The 
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The ſeruant girls, who never think 
but of ſweetchaarts, by way of 
producing a little mirth, in one f 
their commands, ordered me to þ 
take miſs into the parlour and kit | 
ber. Miſs to evade the execution, 
with the modetty, but not the 
inflexibility of Daphne, fled, itil 
hen out of the reach of obſerva- | 
tion) ſhe : choſe to be avertaken ; ; 
Miſs was -pretty-affable.and oblig- | 
ing; a perfect little angel. Thie 
reader may be ſure I did not neg- Þ 
lect ſuch an opportunity; I kiſſed 
her a thouſand times, her cheek 
only glowed afreſh at | every repe- | 
<tition. The eyes, it is daid, are 
Joye's miniſters; but tis the lips 
that contain loves moſt: envenom- 
ed dar ts. The misfortune Was, 
he mifchieyous urchin pierced 
| us 
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us both from the ſame quiver. Be- 


fore we returned, Ithinł in broken 


murmurs 1 expreſſed my wiſhes 
that I were a gentleman for her 
ſake. But love, ho is too much of 
a deſpot to ſuffer the diſtinctions 
of rank and fortune to interrupt 
his ſway, faon concealed from me 
that and every other obſtacle- wy 
withes. 

We returned into the Wichet,: 
but amuſement had loſt its charms ; 
miſs became languid and indiffer- 
ent, and — that her 
head aked, retired. 

The firſt night's ſufferings of a 
wounded lover tortured with ſuſ- 
pence are to be equalled only by 
that which precedes the execution 
of a criminal. I ſigked and ſobbed 

the 
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the whole night, the firſt fruits of 
love; miſs, I dare ſay, was pretty 
nearly in the ſame en condi- 
tion. 

It was, 1 ſome conſola- 
tion to think I ſhould carry the 
tea - things into the parlour the 
next morning ; and perhaps pro- 
cure a ſmile from miſs, which in 
my ſituation was of more value 
than the mines of Potoſi. 

At length the wiſhed-for morn- 
ing came, when all confuſion 1 
tottered into the parlour with the 
tea-board ; the amiable ſprightli- 
neſs of the pleaſing unaffected girl, 
not yet ſpoiled by the aſſumed 
reſerve of the ſex, was no more ; 
the gloomineſs of a firſt affection 
had ſucceeded. Mutual bluſhes diſ- 
covered 
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covered our ſentiments; but miſs 
recovering herſelf a little, aſced 
me ſeveral inſignificant queſtions 
merely to keep me in the room. 
Love is exceedingly ingenious in 
theſe kinds of devices. This con- 
deſcenſion enabled me to recover 
myſelf a little; I aſked whether I 
might not gather certain fruits, 
which were ripe; to which miſs 
acquieſced with a ſmile. This 
was a beam of hope; I now began 
to fancy that what my mother had 
only employed to ſtrip home of its 
charms at my firſt ſetting out in 
life, was upon the point _ being 
accompliſhed. 

Love gives wirigs to its vo- 
taries; the firſt moment that I was 
at leiſure I flew to the garden, 
where I had not been long before 

Vol. I. G I was 
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I was made too happy by the com- 
pany of miſs, who with the ten- 
derneſs uſual to love, expreſſed 
great fears leſt I ſhould fall from 
the ladder. Thou mayeſt be ſure, 
reader, I. was ſo gallant as to rate 
my neck at nothing to oblige her ; 
IT believe I told her fo. There 
was. an arbour cloſe by, whither 
ſhe retired to avoid the heat of the 
ſun ; and upon my carrying her 
ſome cherries, ſhe. aſked me if J 
was not tired. Conſidering this 
an oblique invitation, love ſuper- 
ſeded reſpect; I fat down by her. It 
is impoſſible to deſcribe the feli- 
city of a youthful ardent lover in 
an arbour, - ſide by ſide with his 
_ miſtreſs. ' Now for the firſt time 
we promiſed: eternal fidelity. In 
= wan of theſe our ſolemn 
4 a trifles, 
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trifles, I fancied 1. heard the ſtep 
of ſomebody ; and looking out I 
ſaw the under maid returning from 
the arbour. This putting us into 
a great fright, diſſolved the charm; 
miſs, however, to comfort me, 
ſaid, ſhe had great reaſon to think 
that the girl would not make a 
diſcovery. She was not deceived, 
For the little huſſey, tho' a perfect 
woman in curioſity, was too good 
a friend to true love to hurt the 
lovers; ſhe did not diſcloſe a ſyl- 
lable. 

In about a week my miſtreſs 
returnedelatedto the higheſt degree 
with her acquiſitions ; the princi- 
pal of which were a mirror; which 
for its fize and beauty was pro- 
hably (according to her account) 
the property of Cleopatra, or ſome 

G 2 celebrated 
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celebrated courtezan; the breathing 
leg of a Venus, that (according 
to the ſame reſpectable authority) 
debauched half Athens; with 
the fore finger of a gladiator, 
which ſerved to ſupply the place 
of a little one to a Phidian 
Venus. 

But the moſt valuable of her 
acquiſitions was a new acquaint- 
ance ſhe picked up 'there, one 
Mr. Rubigo, an antiquarian, 
whom. an ardent defire of pro- 
curing what he was perfectly 
himſelf, an unique, had brought 


from the very extremity of the 


county. This gentleman had the 
good fortune to become ſo great 
a favourite with her, that ſhe 
moſt obligingly made him a 
tendre, not of her own, but her 


niece's 


A 
E 
7 
4 7 
- 
i 
+. 

4 

id 
7 
N 
1 
$4 


* 
> * 
£ 

0 7 
. 
: 
0: 
2 
by 
g 
ts. 
4 
3 
: 
7 « 


or a FOOTMAN. 125 


niece's perſon and eſteem (for 
ſhe could not bear the name of 
affeftions) upon the expreſs con- 
dition, that in all his applications, 
he would entirely diveſt himſelf 
of the animal man. 

The Cook, who was a great 
favourite of my miſtreſs's, diſ- 
covering the occaſion of Mr. Ru- 


bigo's viſit, quickly communi- 


cated it to us. If the reader 
has ever been in love, and had 
a rival favoured by his miſtreſs's 


parents, whilſt he durſt not avow- 


bis paſſion, he may poſſibly have 
ſome conception of my ſufferings. 
I thought myſelf ſo intereſted, 
that whenever Mr. Rubigo and 


my miſtreſs were alone, I was 


ever applying my ear to the key- 


hole, though without the leaſt 


G 3 hopes 
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hopes of ſeeing their barbarous 
ſcheme (as I conſidered it) fruſ- 
trated, except what I drew from 
the fidelity of miſs, who, to 
raiſe my ſpirits, declared that 
ſhe would ſooner beg her bread 
with me, than be compelled to 
marry the monſter with never fo 
good a fortune; with a great 
deal more of the heroiſm of a girl, 
who by ignorance of want treats 
it with great indifference. Whilſt 
I was thus inquiſitive about my fate 
I overheard a moſt curious con- 
verſation, very characteriſtic of 
Mr. Rubigo and my miſtreſs. 
Theſe reſpectable perſonages were 
trying which could talk non- 
ſenſe with the greateſt wlemni- 


ty. My miſtreſs, with the con- 
ſequence of a eee poli- 


tician, 
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tician, attempted to maintain the 
importance of ſome late diſco- 
veries. J cannot agree with 
you, Mr. Rubigo, (ſhe replies) 
the diſcovery of Hercylaneum is 
certainly the defideratum of the 
curious; by having an æra of 
their own. they will be no long- 

cr: conſtrained to uſe the vul gar 
one. 

Mr. Rubigo, it ſeems, had been 
a ſufferer by the diſcovery, and 
endeavoured to ſupport what he 
had affirmed. Though 1 grant 
you that, madam, (fays he) yet 
you muſt confeſs that I have till 
reaſon to lament the fatal day, 
when the | young painter of Na- 
ples, by his curioſity, ruined the 
labour of my whole life: every 
thing in my ſtudy is now be- 

G 4 come 


128 Tux ADVENTURES 


come vulgar. Another earthquake 
at Naples would ſet all things to 
rights. A whole volume too of 
ingenious conjectures rendered ri- 
diculous. The Romans might 
row upon their heads for me; 
I'll never waſte a moment again 
in explaining.” the manner in 
which their banks of cars were 
Placed. "1 2 
- My miſtreſs, as enge this as 
a reflection upon the reſearches 
of the curious, with ſome warmth 
reproved him. Have a care, 
Mr. Rubigo; (ſays ſhe) leſt your 
extreme concern . ſhould: betray 
you into ſome unguarded expreſ- 
ſions. before the profane vulgar ; 
for I need not inform you what 
. delicious repaſt every the leaſt 


appearance 
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appearance of abſurdity of the 
literati, affords to ſaucy wit. 

It was the intereſtof Mr, Rubigo 
to flatter my miſtreſs; finding 
therefore that he had rather pro- 
ceeded too far, he qualifies what 
he had ſaid, with a Your cau- 
tion, madam, is very juſt—But 
where is miſs Harriet?“ 

My miſtreſs charmed with con- 
verting even the curious, to her 
opinion, cries out O! ſhe 1s not 
a great way off! two thouſand 
pounds, Mr. Rubigo, with Agrip- 
pina's lachrymal urn to inſpire her 
with conjugal fidelity will be her 


portion.” To make ſhew of great 
diſintereſtedneſs, he immediately 


replies, Never mention fortune, 

madam ; the lady's charms — 
Seeing her fine Platonic ſcheme 
upon the point of being deſtroyed, my 
G 5 miſtreſs 
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miſtreſs immediately ſtopped him 
ſhort ; Hold Mr. Rubigo! charms 
indeed! Who would have expected 
from you the language of modern 
whining weakneſs ?” Mr. Rubigo, 
tho' fo g uuteeky as not to be en- 
tirely diveſted of the animal man, 
knew how to correct a miſtake. 
« I ſtand juſtly. corrected, ma- 
dam (replied he, ) the language of 
the vulgar i is as contagious as their 
manners. 
Miſs Harriet was now called 
to be made acquainted with the 
honour intended her; for my miſ- 
treſs had not theleaſtdoubt but that 
the would receive the news with 
the moſt extreme joy; for the poor 
girl, to avoid continual perſecu- 
tion, had lately pretended to admire 
every thing that her aunt did ; 

| little 
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little therefore did ſhe ſuſpect that 
her niece was a very girl, ſuch as 
8 their affections in 

oppoſition to the inclinations of 
their friends. Harriet, {ſays ſhe) 
you are the luekieſt girl upon 
earth; Mr. Rubigo deſires no- 
thing more than to ſee you his 
Portia.” Unhappy miſs, who too 
well knew her aunt's meaning, 
-with the uſual delicacy of the ſex 
in critical ſituations, -pretended ig- 
norance. Madam—ſays ſhe, with 
a bluſh that would have betray- 
ed her to an ordinary obſerver. 
Her aunt who had too much 
frankneſs in herſelf to ſuſpect diſ- 
guiſe in others, conſidered this 
little artifice as a proof of her 
niece's want of taſte. I readily 
excuſe your 3gnorance, child (ſays 
G 6 the,) 
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ſhe, ) this language, to be ſure, is 
above your capacity. However, 
Mr. Rubigo, don't depart from 
your uſual mode of ſpeech, if it 
be only to treat me with a little 
ſpecimen of ancient manners; III 
take care to accommodate it to | 
the girl's underſtanding... For tho ? 
her ſentiments are often equal to | 
the ancients, yet ſhe delights. to 
-disfigure them with modern, ridi- | 
culous cloathing. This was an en- | 
, couragement to Mr. Rubigo to N 
proceed. Yes, madam (addreſ- ö 
ſing. bimſelf to miſs) without any | 
diſparagement to Brutus, tho for i 


tune has not placed me in ſo ex- 


alted a ſtation, yet I am as capable { 

of diſtinguiſhing the virtue of Ca- F 
| to's daughter.” The ridiculouſ- ; 
nels of this ſpeech « extorted a ſmile 5 

of from i 
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from miſs; nay. forgetting her 
ſituation, ſhe even indulged a cer- 
tain degree of pleaſantry. Ca- 
to's daughter! (exclaimed ſhe) con- 
ſider, ſir, what an injury you do 
the illuſtrious. dames of Rome by 
the compariſon between them and 
modern ladies, who employ ſeve- 
ral hours every day at the toilet!“ 
Her dunt- raviſhed with the ex- 
preſſion, My dear Harriet (cries 
ſhe) let me congratulate you on 

your emancipation from prejudice 
and ignorance! The illuſtrious 
dames of Rome! I ſhould not 
have been aſhamed of that ex- 
preſſion myſelf | But it is you, 
Mr. Rubigo, the modern So- 
crates, that has effected this won- 
derful change)! 
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Mr. Rubigo, who was really 
enamoured with miſs and her for- 
tune, finding that ſhe was not to 
be won by the ridicuſous oompli- 
ments / that were proper for her 
aunt, addreſſed her in what he 
thought the language of love. 
Pray, madam (ſays he to her) 
will you favour me with the fight 
-of the bracelet that graces that an- 
gellic hand ? Remember, Mr. Ru- 
wigo, (interrupts my miſtreſs, great- 
iy diſpleaſed to find him a mere 
modern lover) the caution which 
I juſt now gave you; there's great 
danger, il perceive, of your eſteem's 
degenerating into plain affection; 
but ſince you are ſo unlucky in diſ- 
-clofing your ſentiments, 1'11 try to 
topp'y your yy « Mr. Rubigo, 
Harriet, 
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Harriet, eſteems your virtues, v 


vrep3om.” Mr. Rubigo, thinking 


this required explanation, imme- 


diately ſeconded her. Ves, ma- 
dam (ſays he) I adore your charms.” 


Miſs burſting into tears, began to 
beſcech her aunt to deliver her 
from the molt cruel of all perſecu- 
tions; for; concluded ſhe, it is 


impoſſible for me to gratify your 


wiſhes, without giving up my hap- 
pineſs a facrifice I am ſure you 
do not deſire me to make.” My 
miſtreſs, whoſe nature revolted at 
the idea of cruelty, at the ſame 
time very diſſatisfied with: Mr. 


Rubigo's rapturous courtſhip, re- 


plied: © No, Harriet, tho' I with 
that you could poſſeſs yourſelf a 


little better, yet be aſſured I will 
never force your inclinations, ſince 
2 you 


— 
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you are ſo unhappy as to have theſe 
wieakneſſes Vou are at liberty to 
-retire.” She then turned to Mr. 
Rubigo; I am aſhamed (ſays ſhe) 
at your behaviour, Mr. Rubigo : 
Doubtleſs you are ready to pen a 
languifhing - billet, in which the 
cruel -fair-one is informed that 
her ſeverity has as effectually put an 
end to the animal man as folly 
bas to the mental one!“ Thus 
ended this curious courtſhip; the 
reader may be ſure, to my fa- 
tisfaction: for to a ſanguine lover 
the difference is but ſmall between 
4 his rival being rejected and him- 
| ſelf approved; I conſidered myſelf 
as certain of procuring my miſ- 
 treſs's approbation. How often 
did miſs and I rove thro' all the 1 


deli ghtful fairy · land ſcenes of 
matrimony, 
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matrimony, which unfortunately 
exiſt not out of the imagination of 
lovers] But the fault did not lie 
in us: Perhaps it is not one. 
Voung people view things as 
nature intended they ſhould, It 
would be counteracting her wiſeſt 
purpoſe, if upon entering life they 
beheld the world with the indit- 
ferency of joyleſs diſguſted old age. 
But we did not continue long un- 
der this deluſion. For the under 
maid, tho ſhe abhorred treachery, 
eſpecially where loye was concern- 
ed, yet becauſe ſhe was a woman, 
could not help diſcovering a. ſe- 
cret of ſuch, importance to her 
ſiſter. Her ſiſter for the ſame 
reaſon told it to her confidant. 
Thus ſucceſſively it went thro the 
whole neighbourhood, till coming 
to my mother's ears, in the pride 
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of her heart, ſhe could not help 
hinting to a neighbour that it was 
very likely that her ſon would ſoon 
become a gentleman, with many 
Sther equally prudent innuendoes. 
This coming to the ears of Mrs. 
Tattle, who had juſt heard the 
report, a particular acquaintance 
of my miſtreſs, away ſhe flew, and 
by the help of a little colouring, 
which was none of the fainteſt, 
made ſo plauſible a ſtory as almoſt 
frightened my miſtreſs out of her 
wits. She oe began to recollect 
the hearing a poſt-chaiſe paſs by 
the houſe ſeverdl evenings facceſ- 
'Hively, tho” God knows neither mils 
Hor I fcarcely knew that there was 
ſuch an ahylum as Scotland,” for 
lovers eſcaped from the tyranny of 
e unnatural parents. 'The 
at - conſequence 
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conſequence was dreadful; poor 
miſs was fo cloſely watched, that 
ſhe had only opportunity to write 
me one ſhort billet replete with 
the effuſions of afflicted love, with- 
ing that ſhe were poſſeſſed of an 
independent fortune ſufficient to 
make us both happy. This lan- 
guage of the heart almoſt diſtract- 
ed me. I curſed fortune a thou- 
ſand times for the poor young 
lady's fake, becauſe ſhe had not 
made me a gentleman; I ſobbed, 
and to' evince the gaderity of ay 
grict, loſt my ſtomach. | 
The next day I was ſummoned 
to hear che fatal news of my dil- 

| - miſſion. ' Oonſtuous of eny faut, 
| I did not venture to make any e- 
cuſe; but with much ſeeming con- 

trition we my ſentence. My 
miſtreſe, 
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miſtreſs, contrary to my expec- 
tation, did not load me with 
reproaches for my inſolence by a 
vilifying compariſon between the 
ſtation of her niece, and mine, but 
| with great calmneſs informed me, 
that it did not ſuit her to keep me 
| any longer. However, with her 
- uſual generoſity,” ſhe gave me five 
| - guineas above my wages. Deeply 
= . penetrated with ſuch unmerited 

4 _ favours, I bowed and retired. 
| I then took an affectionate leave 
K "of my friends in the kitchen, which 
coſt us all many tears, and trudged 
to a neighbouring public -houſe. 
Happy was it for me, that I met 
with no enticing recruiting ſer- 
jeant, who with his deluſive elo- 
quence might probably have tempt- 
ed me to forget poor miſs in the 
diſſipation of a ſoldier. However, 
abſence 
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abſence being an infallible cure for 
love, at my age, I ſoon recovered 
my ſpirits and appetite. | 
My crime being of that nature, 
which intereſts only careful pro- 
vident mothers, I did not continue 


long upon my own hands. The 
eldeſt ſon of a gentleman of large 


fortune wanted a ſervant to attend 
him to Oxford, to whom I applied 


ſo ſucceſsfully, as ſoon to accom— 
pany him to that great ſeminary of 


learning. 


C HAP. VII. 


HOSE who have ſeen little 
of the world, yet have ſome 
taſte for books, exceedingly pleaſe 


theme 
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themſelves with the thoughts of 
viſiting a univerſity. I was one of 
thoſe ſimpletons, who imagined 
Oxford to be a kind of ſecond 
Athens, but I ſoon found that 
pleaſure was the firſt object of a 
gentleman ſtudent's regard, My 
maſter, tho' with excellent na- 
tural parts, had no great reliſh for 
ſtudy ; the remembrance that birch 
and Latin went together at Weſt- 
minſter, had given him a diſtaſte 
to it. Gentlemen of fortune ſend 
their ſons to a univerſity with a 
deſire that their heads may be as 
well furniſhed as their pockets ; 
while the young gentlemen gene- 
rally confine their improvements 
to the dexterous management of 
their creditors, and evading the 


proctors, who moſt inhumanly per- 


ſecute 
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ſecute the complying belles of the 


town. 


I much queſtion whether the 
expenſiveneſs of men of faſhion has 


not, with other cauſes, contributed 
to deſtroy the once famed fimpli- 
city of Oxford. Young men of 
moderate fortunes emulate their 
ſuperiors in extravagance. Hence 
we often ſee too many of a li- 
beral education ſtarving when they 
come into the world. My maſ- 
ter's imagination had been poiſon- 
ed at Weſtminſter : For tho' hardly 
twenty he was a veteran in 1n- 
trigue; his thoughts being entirely 
occupied in gratifying this favorite 
paſſion, . 


A ſervant who lives with a 


maſter a debauchee, quickly finds 


that there i is but one way left to 


preſerve 
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preſerve his innocence—the leav- 
ing his ſervice : For I had hither- 
to confidered fornication as a great 
crime; but this was not the only 
thing which I had to unlearn. 
However, as my place was an ex- 
cCieeding good one, I determined to 
try the force of advice before I pro- 
ceeded to the laſt extremity. One 
day as I was dreſſing his hair, 
he was pleaſed to honour me with 
ſome degree of confidence. Will, 
ſays he, I ſaw a d fine girl 
at * * * *, I muſt have her. 
Do you therefore contrive to get 
acquainted with her, and make 
her - ſuch and ſuch propoſals.“ I 
was ſhocked at the baſeneſs of the 
deſign; - the world had not yet 
laughed me out of religion, which 
while duly attended to will never 
ſuffer 
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fuffer any one to proſtitute him- 
ſelf to ſuch villainous purpoſes. 


Nettled therefore at the mean opi- 
nion which he entertained of my 
honour, I ſomewhat warmly re- 
plied ; „ am not 6 unworthy 


of attending a gentleman of your 


rank as to be capable of perform- 


ing the infamous part of a baſe 
pander. O ! fir, conſider the dread- 
ful conſequences of ſuch heinous 
fins ; perhaps it is not yet too late 
to obtain mercy.” I was proceed- 
ing in what he termed the true 
ſtile of diſſenting cant, when en- 
raged to the higheſt degree at my 
preſumption, he gave me ſuch a 
back-handed blow as almoſt felled 
me to the ground. I had not been 
uſed to this fort of return; for I had 
been taught among the diſſenters, 

Vor, I. H that 
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that 'admonition was the indiſ- 
penſable duty of every chriſtian, ' 
J therefore demanded an imme- 
diate diſcharge; but inſtead of 
complying with my requeſt—with 
the uſual apology for a broken 
head — a couple of guineas—he 
foon made me forget the injury. 
I now diſcovered that the ſtiff- 
neſs and preciſion ſo obſervable 
among the diflenters was only 
calculated for their own meridian, 
But that when we mix with the 
world we may be as virtuous as 
we pleaſe, provided we avoid the 
too great appearances of it, For 
the man of pleaſure, who by pro- 
feflibn is commonly an excellent 
Judge of human nature, whilſt he 
admires real chaſtity without pa- 
rade, deſpiſes the ſame character 
EI. 2 Ever 
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ever declaring war againſt thoſe 
who indulge a paſſion, which by 
experience he knows ſo difficultly 
to be reſtrained. 

My maſter who, by my canting, 
juſtly ſuſpected me to be a bypo- 
crite, to try the ſincerity of my pro- 
feſſions, reſolved to be merry at 
the expence of my innocence. Ac- 
cordingly he ſpoke to one of the 
moſt brazen of his miſtreſſes, 
whom being almoſt tired of, he 


cared little for, to ſee, whether by 


her charms and cunning ſhe could 
not triumph over the unnatural 
documents of fanaticiſm as he 
termed it. The girl who was 
both vicious enough to delight in 
miſchief and but too well verſed 
in the arts of allurement, entcred 
into the ſcheme with the ipirit 

H 2 of 


m— 
=» . 
d o 
” = 
= 


* 
[ © a - — 
* — N AG — 
* ©. 6h. + <+ ” 22 * 


8 * 

— — — 
„ mod ea, — 2 - <<" - — 
. — Lo BL 4 


2 - - WV » 
* R 


— — 


ö 
o — 
— — 


— A 
* 5 R = -—-- Aa 
— — — — — 


— — 


— 


2. — 
— — 


8 
— 


1 2 = 
, 
«4 


— — — 
„„ * - 


- — 2 — . 
a DO —97ꝙ—— — — 
r — — 


1 
— 


Fa — 
—— — 
— * 


— 
— — — ——„— — 


[ 
j 


12 — 2 — 


— IT 


— — A 4 

. = d 

_ — - — * p —— — 4 * 
OG ee — . I oO, 1 —— —— — 


148 Tux ADVENTURES 
of the moſt abandoned of her pro- 
feſſion. 

By way of opening the farce, I 
was diſpatched to her with a letter 
from my maſter. With ſo much 


- ſimplicity, and paſſions not very 
moderate, it is not to be won- 


dered at, that a handſome girl 


in a moſt bewitching diſhabille, 


thould ſoon make me forget thoſe 
leflons of morality, which are ſel- 


dom remembered but when we are 


not expoſed to the temptation of 
the ſyrens. In ſhort, I revelled 
in delights the more charming be- 
cauſe hitherto untaſted. But the 
girl perceiving that enjoyment, in- 
ſtead of abating, rather encreaſed 
my fondneſs for her, and that I had 
many ſcruples of conſcience, fre- 
quently expreſſing great concern 

for 
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for my poor ſoul, judged it a fine 
opportunity to mend her cracked 
honour at my expence. She too 
began to have her ſcruples, la- ql 
mented her crimes, called me baſe vl 
betrayer ; and in fine threatened to 4 
baniſh me for ever from her pre- 
ſence, unleſs I did her juſtice, by 
making her, what was impoſſible 
—an honeſt woman. I had never- 
before been affailed with female 
tears, ſo they had their full force 
upon me. This was grimace for 
grimace with ſufficient intereſt. 
I could have wiſhed that ſhe 
had not inſiſted upon ſuch high 
terms ; but my heart was too ten- a 
der to ſuffer the dear creature to 1 
break her heart for me. By way + 
& conſolation I proſtituted a fine N 
paſſage of Milton to her; and 

H 3 what 


1 


N = = Y 
ö n of 2 
3 — 2 —— 
* 


37 
- * e 
N £ * Md — 


2 7 - 1 
rere 


4 
** 
14 
44 
14 
i 
a 


150 TRE ADVENTURES 


what was of moſt avail, I determin- 


ed upon the certain road to deſtruc- 


tion. But luckily being under age, 
1 was forced firſt to publiſh my 
folly in the church. Which com- 


ing to my maſter's ears, he uſed 


ſuch arguments to diſſuade me, as 
at once cured me of my ridiculous 
fondneſs for the girl, and an ardent 
deſire for the ſupreme felicity of 
marrying a {trumpet ! 8 
From my maſter's concern for 
my happineſs I began to entertain 


a more favourable opinion of him; 
1 now diſcovered many excellent 
- aqualities in him which I was fo 


unfortunate as not to be ſenſible 
of, whilſt with the abſurd philoſo- 


phers of old, 1 cenfidered that the 


perſon who wanted' one virtue was 
deſtitute of all. * 
Intrigue 
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Intrigue is rather a natural conſe- 
quence of improved ſociety, than 
the effect of a depraved heart; for 
would but its interefts permit young 
people to come together when their 
inclinations | moſt prompt themp 
we {ſhould ſoon ſee the paſſion 
ſeldom ſeeking its . gratification 
out of marriage. But at the pe- 
riod when it is moſt importunate, 
it is then that the views of parents 
preſcribe a monkiſh abſtinence z 
but in vain: chaſtity is a virtue that 
young men knaw nothing of ; it 
is almoſt: ſolely confined to the 
women, 1 _ better ſort; 
who! are well edaorted add wells 
watched by their mammas. Henee 
it often happens that wo ſee men 
in all other reſpects amiabte, the 

100002 - - Fs greateſt 
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greateſt flaves to * Fer 


patſhon,  - | | 

My maſter; poſſeſſed. many vir- 
tues which the world knew no- 
thing of, becauſe he was too liberal 
to make a parade of his favours ; 
whilſt his failings by being viſible 
to every eye, were ſo exaggerated, 
that many zealous friends of de- 
cency wiſhed to have ſeen him 
with his doxies ſuſpended as a 
dreadful monument of his having 
at twenty been a nen 
W paſſions. 

One day my maſter ordered 
me to get the horſes ready; I 
imagined it was only to afford 
him an opportunity of triumphing 
over duſt, heat, drowth, and turn- 
bite NN uſual diverfion with 
Doran . {1 ſtudents. 


as > 
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ſtudents. But as we jogged along 
ſoberly, obſerving him to be ex- 
oeeding melancholy, which he was 
not much ſuhject to, unleſs his 
pockets were empty, .I endeavour- 
ed to raiſe his ſpirits by my plea- 
ſantry. Pray, fir, lays I, what 
makes you ſo grave, is your fa- 
ther dead, and left a will in which 
you are only remembered. to hear 
your ruin aggravated with up- 
braidings.?” No, you blockhead, 
replies he, yau are quite miſtaken. 
You know Fnip the taylor the 
follow has reſolved to preſent my. 
father with a duplicate of thag 
confounded long hiſtory of my ex- 
travagance, which . ſome months 
fince he preſented me with. Jockey 
too, the man who lets out hacks, 
Has reſolved to follow 2 Jaudable 

„ þ an 
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an example, in the Pindaric which 
he compoſed on my exploits in 
the Olympic Games. Now I need 
not inform you 'that my father's 
ſenfibility is too nice for ſuch af- 
fecting ſcenes; for ſhould they 
-once reach him, I have not the 
leaft doubt but that out of his ex- 
treme affection for me, he'll pre- 
ſcribe a voyage to the great hoſ- 
pital for European incurables — 
| — Eaſt Indies.” 1 underſtand 
you, fir (replied I) there is like 
to be a ſmall difagreement, I find, 
between your tutor and «creditors 
in their reſpective accounts of 
your improvements; for whilſt one 
writes a paneygric on your won- 
derful progreſs in every branch of 
Jearnipg, the other will chiefly la- 
ment that you have unhappily ex- 
ludell 
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duded the payment of your debts. 
out of the accompliſhments of a 
gentleman.” My maſter, whe 
had hitherto conſidered me as 
a moſt ſolemn blockhead, was 
greatly ſurprized to diſdover ãm 
me any pretenſions to wit; but 
0 repreſs my raillery for the fu+ 
ture, only reminded me of my 
late folly; when, but for him, 
(he ſaid) I ſhould have been 
belt with ſuch a wife, as by 
her own ſins would have kept 
me conſtantly upon my knees. 

The truth was, my maſter had 
neither money nor credit; and 
of courſe was confoundedly out 
of humour. He was going to 
ſpend a week with an old chumb 
in order to paſs away thoſe me 
Lancholy hours, which, by the 
1 6 Jownelſs 
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lowneſs of his finances, he would 
have been other wiſe forced to 
ſpend in beoks. The remain- 
der of the journey Was paſſed 
in profound ſilence, till coming 
to the houſe, he bid me take 
care of bis portmanteau. 1 
had before a little aimed at 
being witty, and nom reſolved to 
clinch with ſomething extreme 
ly brilliant: O Sir, ſays I. 
you need be under no apprehen- 
fions about that; the whole 
houſe will ſoon perceive it te 
be a perfect Pandera's box.“ My 
maſter met with a moſt hearty 
welcome from the family, which 
conſiſted of the father, one ſon, 
(my maſter's acquaintance) and 
two daughters. But I muſt own 
that I could not behold the 
beauty 
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beauty of the eldeſt without con- 
cern; I was too well acquainted 
with my maſter's roguery to the 
women, not to fear for her 
fafety . There was ſomething in- 
expreſſibly ſweet in this lady; a 
certain unaffected. politeneſs and 
affabflity, with great tenderneſs 
to an aged infirm father, greatly 
heightened her charms. 
As my "maſter was never eaſy 
tl he had gained the affections 
of every woman, diſtinguiſned 
either for her beauty, wit, or 
contempt of che addreſſes of 
impertinent eoxcombs, he began 
his attack with engaging her 
eſteem; there is ſo cloſe a con- 
nection between love and eſteem 


in young women, that the one 
almoſt always follows dhe other. 
Such 
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Such was his addreſs, that long 
before he made the leaſt decla- 
ration of his paſſion, he reduced 
the! poor girl to ſighs and tears. 
This I diſcovered by. pretending 
2 kindneſs: for one ef the maids, 
ho very Eaſil/ ſuffered me to 
kiſs her out of all her, young 
Jady's ſecrets, But though he 
ad ſucceeded to his | with, he 
was no longer the ſame perſon; 
Love, by taking poſſeſſion of 
Ris heart, had rectified his miſ- 
takes concerning women: for on 
bis return to Oxford, he became 
immoderately fond of books; Sir 
Charles Grandiſon and the new 
Heloiſe furniſhed. him with a 
lively picture of his on ſitua- 
tion. He now forgot thoſe pe- 
3 — which firſt 
occaſioned 
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occaſioned the excurſion; love 
and its important concerns ſwal- 
lowed up all leffer matters. 

Whilſt he was engaged in the 
delightful illufions of love, he 
received a moſt unwelcome let- 
ter from his father, commanding 
him inſtantly to ſet out for An- 

cient Hall; for that Sir Joſhua 
*,; the member for the 
borough of , being dead, 
he had determined, by the per- 
ſuaſion of his mother, to be- 
come a candidate in oppoſition 
to a nabob, who, by the dint 
of wealth, wanted to be of as 
much conſequence as the fami- 
ly of the Ancients. My maſ- 
ter, though very reluctantly, was 
forced to | obey; Accordingly we 
Let elt. and in about ten hours 
arrived 
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arrived fafe at Ancient Hall. 1 
forgot to deſcribe the characters 
of my maſter's father and mo- 
ther: the honourable Mrs. An- 
cient, 'who was the niece of a 
duke, at once poſſeſſed the pride 
and poverty of her family. The 
latter obliged her to take up (as 

| ſhe called it) with an eſquire of 
| a large eſtate; but the former, 
conſtantly to quarrel with him 

for his want of a title. She, as 

is uſual with the great, admired” 

nothing that was natural, becauſe 

the vulgar -could partake of it ; 
while he deſpiſed every thing 
but what they were ammoderate- 
ly fond of; hunting and getting 
drunk. Her affections had been | 
placed upon Farinelli, and the 
reſt of thoſe .nameleſs things i 
8 = | the ( 
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the opera: whilſt his partialities 
were confined to Miſs Slim, and 
the other ladies of the ſtable, Jow- 
ler, and a few other favourite 
hounds, to 'be (ure had a ſhare 
of his affections : a true ſportſ- 
man diſcovers more perfumes in 
-the breath of his dog, than he 
does 'either in his miſtreſs or his 
wife. Her learning was com- 
prized in croaking the languiſhing 
ſtrains of an Italian opera, where 
harmony of numbers is ſuppoſed 
to make amends for want of 
ſenſe. But his was not confi- 
ned within ſuch narrow bounds; 
there was not a, man in the 
country that was ſo well acquaint- 
ed with the laws againſt poaching 
and dog- ſtealing. Nay, upon the 
** of his being choſen, he 
had 
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had ventured, in the beſt Englith 
he was maſter of, to ſcratch the 

heads of a new bill for the pre- 

ſervation of the game, and the 
perſecution of all but great peo- 
ple. With accompliſhments ſo 
very different, it is not to be 
wondered, that they: hould ſome- 
times diſſent in thein apinions in 

a truly matrimonial way. But wo- 

men af ſpirit. who never fatigue 
themſelves with violent exerciſes, 

art generally an overmatch for 
their hufbands, if they ehance to 
be ſportſmen, who after a long 
chace are glad to get drunk in 
peace and quiet, : without trou- 
bling themſrlves about any other 
fovereignty than: that of the field. 

Mrs. Ancient therefore preſided 

an all matters of taſte. Beſides, 
SEL her 
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her huſband, in the true ſtile of 
fportſmen, was generally ſo ſtu- 
pid and drowſy every wet day, 
that ſhe- uſually formed her pro- 
jets then, when he would do 
almoſt any thing rather than be 
plagued with her curſed prattle, 
as he called it. 

The time now approached when 
we were to make -our public en- 
trance to canvaſs; the coachman 
and groom by their labours gave a. 
new varniſh to the coach, as well 
as new coats to their horſes. The 
neighbouring gentry who took 
part with us in the election, for 
no other . reaſon than that they 
could not bear to be eclipfed by 
a nabob, late a butcher, who was 
juſt returned from exerciſing his 
trade upon the human ſpecies, 
8 were 


1 — —— —— — 1 — 2 — 7 3 a © _ — — — — 
= I —— — 2 - — *S = __— — — 
i a — ZE, —— - —— — — . = : = 

4s — 


. 
. ²˙ Fr Fa EST =.x, 


r 


— — — 


— 3 — 
* — — «4 


. ͤ 22A 7 


.. ⅛̃˙ —ũLTvéLÿ.K.,,.., ono Ano; expe ˙——— 


A 


164 Tur ADVENTURES 


were every day pouring in from 
alt quarters. 

A gentleman never truly be- 
comes acquainted with the world 
till either he himſelf ſtands for 
a borough, or canvaſſes for a 
friend. 

Our reception was of the mix- 
ed kind; hypocriſy is a vice 
unknown at an election. Whilſt 
our friends exalted us to the 
ſkies for actions that we never 
heard of before, thoſe of the na- 
bob loaded us with reproaches and 
contumelious taunts for what we 
were equally unacquainted with. 
One notorious poacher, who, 
from Mr. Ancient's rigour, had 
ſeverely ſmarted, approached him 
with a real hare in his hands, 
"_ to know if his worſhip 

choſe 
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choſe to buy it; for he aſſured 
him that it was caught in the 
home ſtall, a place the ſquire 
had attempted to render facred 
for the propagation of theſe idols 
of ſquires and ruſtics, An in- 
famous ſtrumpet, who had re- 
peatedly been committed to Bride- 
well to learn a more honeſt 
employment than the ſale of her 
charms, declared ſhe ſhould ſoon 
have a child for him to father; 
for, by G—d, ſays ſhe, 1 have 
been concerned with nobody but 
you! This, with a great deal 
more, Mr. Ancient was forced 
patiently to bear : ſtatute and com- 
mon law being ſuſpended at an 
i election. Thus country gentle- 
men, for the ſake of nodding, 
or elſe if they attempt to ſpeak, 
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of getting laughed at, ſeven years 
in the Houſe of Commons, qui- 
etly permit their electors to (by 
the moſt tyrannical of all laws, 
their pleaſure) govern them for 
forty days. 

My young maſter's employment 
was, by his politeneſs and gallan- 
try to gain the hearts of the 
tradeſmens wives; that is. to ſay, 
by putting them out of humour 
with their own hufbands : for 
they declared nobody ſaluted them 
equally polite with young Mr. 
T.: while his father got hear- 
tily drunk with the ſots, hal- 
lowed Tallee-ho! and, in imagi- 
nation, ſuffered them to enjoy 
thoſe ſports which he had ever 
before deprived them of. The 
conteſt now ſeemed to be, which 


party 


# 
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arty ſhould. ficſt kill themſelves 
by all kinds of intemperance. 

Mrs. Ancient, becauſe ſhe was 
forced to canvas her own ſex, 
reſolved to do it in ſuch a man- 
ner, as that whilſt ſhe feemed 
conſulting the intereſt of her 
huſband, ſhe herſelf might receive 
entertainment. For this purpoſe 
ſhe was at a great expence in 
ſending for ſeveral of the moſt 
celebrated Italian performers, both 
vocal and inſtrumental. The af- 
fected part of her company who 
pretended to be pleaſed with 
whatever was faſhionable, were 
raviſhed with an opera in minia- 
ture; whilſt ſome of the plainer 
dames, whoſe fpirits after tea re- 
quired to be raifed by a cordial or 


two, when they had deplored the 
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ſtomach-ach in vain, ſaid 'twas a 
ſhame that ſo many fine-looking 
men ſhould be ſpoilt. to make 
wretched ſingers. Whenever ſome 
good woman, a cobler or labourer's 
wife was in the ſtraw, Mrs. An- 
cient was ſolicited: to anſwer for 
young maſter or miſs's morals, 
as well as find caudle and other 
neceſſaries for the mother. One 
woman, remarkable for her baſh- 
fulneſs, only requeſted of her to 
take her daughter, and educate 
it as her own; the little inno- 
cent, ſhe ſaid, having ſuch a pro- 
penſity to whatever was polite 
and genteel | 

There is ſomething exceedingly 
ridiculous in the requeſts of free- 
men. The mayor and aldermen, 
(who chanced to be in our inte- 
reſt) 
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reſt) with great ſolemnity hoped 
that my old maſter would ſup- 
port the liberty of the ſubject 
againſt a moſt corrupt adminiſ- 
tration, though they were almoſt 
choaking themſelves with the bribes 
of ſwine. Not to mention the 
reverſion of collectorſhips, ſuper- 
viſorſhips, &c. which were ſolicited 
as the reward, to be ſure, of their 
zeal for their country! Brick 
layers and carpenters prognoſti- 
cated. the ſpeedy downfall of the 
town-hall ; while corn - factors 
and meal-men deplored the want 
of a navigable canal for the 
benefit of trade. A methodiſt 
preacher, a ſhoemaker, requeſted 
his honour to ſubſcribe ſomething 
towards a meeting where he 
might truly expound the goſpel; 
Vor. I. I for 
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for that the parſon of the'pariſh 
had all the marks of reprobation |! 
A little priggiſh taylor. lamented 
that he had not an opportunity 
of cheating wholeſale, by ſerving 
the army with cloaths ; while 
his wife, a healthy ſtrapping huſ- 
ſey, who uſed to thraſh her huſ- 
band, deſired that her fine breaſt 
of milk might not be forgot 
whenever the royal family was 
increaſed. A journeyman barber 
in his abhorrence of fabbath- 
breaking, required that ſeverer 
laws be made againſt working on 
ſundays, for that he had no time 
for his devotions—at ſkittles at 
an alehouſe. 
 ] verily believe that my old 
maſter, in canvaſſing, diſpoſed of 
whatever is choice in the court 
* calendar, 
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calendar. But it is ſome fmall 
conſolation to the candidates, 
that promiſes coſt but little. 


Things ſeemed pretty equally 
| poiſed, till the nabob, who, if 


by converſing with the Aſiatics 
he had not improved his huma- 
nity, at leaſt was better ſkilled 
in the ſcience of bribing, took 
a ſtep fatal to our intereſt ; for, 


not content with bribing the 


huſbands of his own party, he 


moſt ſagaciouſly diſpoſed of large 


ſums to the wives of our's, who 
had the reputation of governing 
their huſbands. This made ſuch 
a difference, that, on caſting up 
the poll, we loſt the election by 

all the hen-pecked. 
There cannot be a more ridi- 
culous ſight than a diſappointed 
I 2 candidate; 
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candidate; inſulted and abuſed 
like an 1nformer diſcovered, we 
ſtole out of town. A more than or-- 
dinary fit of ſullenneſs now ſeized 
my old maſter, which was great- 
ly increaſed by the perverſeneſo 
of my miſtreſs, who, for the 
pleaſure of contradicting, inſiſted 
that he loſt the election through 
not keeping himſelf ſober, though 
it is well known, nothing equal- 
ty contributes to enſure ſucceſs, 
with a candidate's getting drunk 
with the electors. 

But when he came to pay the 
bills he was quite diſtracted ; 
they were ſo exorbitant, that 
nothing leſs than a mortgage 
upon part of his eſtate was re- 
quiſite to diſcharge them. How- 
ever, as "this was a moſt heart- 

breaking 
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breaking cireumſtance, he luckily 
hit upon a more agreeable method 
of extricating himſelf from his 
difficulties. An old rich fellow, 
that had retired from buſineſs, had 
often, in vain, jocularly hinted 
that he wiſhed to ſee his daugh- 
ter, (an only child) and; young 
Mr. Ancient, better acquainted. 
He therefore determined that my 
young maſter ſhould marry this 
girl; who, with her father, was 
ſo much the object of contempt 
before. In vain my miſtreſs pro- 
teſted that ſhe would not have 


her family contaminated with ſuch 


a vulgar match; ſhe had deſtin- 
ed her fon to ſtarve in the 
guards: with ſome ſuch right ho- 
nourable beggar as herſelf. My 
young maſter ſeconding her with 

I 3 a © he 
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a „he had not the leaſt inclina- 
tions for matrimony.” I do not 
trouble myſelf about your incli- 
nations,” ſaid my old maſter in a 
reſolute tone, © you ſhall either 
marry her, or ſtarve,” 

It was in this dreadful ſitua- 
tion, not- knowing what to re- 
ſolve, that my young maſter re- 
ceived a letter from his chumb, 
informing him that the death of 
his poor father had involved the 
family in great diſtreſs. This had 
ſuch an effect upon him, that, in 
the deſperation of love, he im- 
mediately reſolved to pay a viſit 
to the family. But as this could | 
not be well effected without com- 
municating his intention to me, 
«« Will, (ſays he to me one day, 
with the moſt piteous face) you i 
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may remember that we paid a 
viſit to an old chumb.“ „O yes, 
(replied I) I ſhall never forget 
the time, when, by the wofulneſs 
of your countenance, you ſadden- 
ed every object; though, for my 
part, I can't help confeſſing that 
my appetite was ſo confoundedly 
keen, (for it increaſed in propor- 
tion to the emptineſs of your 
pocket): that I committed felony 
npon every fat ſheep or bullock 
that I ſaw.” *« Ceaſe your buf- 
foonery, (cries he, vexed at my 
ill-timed pleaſantry) and try if 
you can feel for an unhappy 
maſter.” —— 


« Lord have mercy upon me, 
(exclaims I) unberre when you 
have the certain proſpect of roll- 
ing in gold; Miſs ** * has 

14 charms 
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charms enough, I am ſure, to 
excite two of the 'moſt violent 
paſſions in any other man.” Tis 
athis gold (ſays he) that has un- 
done me; for my affections being 
engaged with my chumb's mo, 
I am reſolyed not to forfeit. m 
honour and faith to pleaſe an un- 
natural avaricious father.“ I, 
who had pretty nearly loſt my 
original ſtock of honour and ho- 
neſty at the election, could not 
help being amazed at ſo gene- 
rous a declaration, though but a 
little before I had ventured to 
lecture my maſter for the want 
of it: ſo eaſily are our hearts 
corrupted by the contagion. of bad 1 
company! And in thè gaĩety of 4 
my heart 1 proceeded, This is \ 
fine * Sir 1 1 tremblẽ 4 


, to 
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to think what a figure you would 
make proclaiming your folly thro 
the grates of Bucadre inſulted by 
your creditors, who think the loſs 
of liberty too mild a puniſhment 
for the heinous crime of not be- 
ing able to pay your debts. But 
for my part I dare as well com- 
bat againſt the intereſts of gold 
as attack a church-yard ghoſt in 
a datk night.” Lovers of all people 
in the world are the moſt im- 
patient of raillery ; wit being 
the produce of a gay lively heart, 
can be reliſhed only by thoſe per- 
fectly at eaſe. My . maſter there- | 
fore with the gentleneſs of love 
beſought (for love had deprived _ || 
him of the power of command- 
ing) me to ceaſe my profanity. 71 
„For (ſays he) this charming 
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girl is in the greateſt diſtreſs, hav- 
ing juſt loſt the moſt affectionate 
of fathers: but what aggravates 
her affliction, is the dreadful pro- 
ſpect of beggary and want. My 
reſolution therefore is to ſet off 
ta her this very evening. Do you 
ſecretly get all things in readineſs 
for the journey.” My heart was 
too good not to feel diſtreſs when 
ſo lively placed before me. I en- 
tered into my maſter's deſign 
with all the warmth of a ſincere 
friend. 

Under pretence of taking an air- 
ing we bid adieu to Ancient Hall, 
and uſed ſuch expedition that by 
break of day we arrived at the 
wiſhed-for. port. He muſt be more 
than human that can behold beau- 
ty in diſtreſs without emotion. 

| My 


= 


My maſter had never known be- 
fore the goodneſs of his own heart; 
in his miſtreſs's affliction he for- 
got the ruin that hung over him- 
ho id 
No ſooner was the = old 
man. buried than-the creditors be- 
eame importunate, threatening that 
unleſs their demands were inſtantly 
complied. with, they would im- 
mediately ſeize upon the effects. 
This almoſt. broke the hearts of 
the afflicted. family: But my maſ- 
ter, generouſly. becoming ſecurity, 
freed them from all. further fears 


of theſe unnatural wretches. 


Whilſt: he was thus mad | 


in the, delightful, work of hu- 
manity, he was ſuddenly rendered 


the moſt wretched of men, by the 


arrival of his tutor, His father 
| I6 as - 
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as ſoon as he found that His {6h 
was gone, immediately diſpatched 
an expreſs to the tutor at Oxford, 
with directions that in caſe - he 
was there, to bring him imme- 
Aiately back again. The tiitor who 
by chance had heard where he 
was, immediately ſet 6üt in queſt 
of him, and on his arrival ſtün⸗ 
ned bim with à lecture upon the 
undutifulneſs of His conduct. Then 
addreffing himſelf to the young 
lady, rag on the fla- 
gitiouſneſs of ſe all a young 
' ſtudent. His nonſenſe hte with 
the unfeclingneſs of men of his 
pro ofeſſion, he immediately hurried 
my young maſter to Ancient Hall. 
t was a very af eting' f ght to ſee 
this faithfpl pair torn from each 
other. "But fate, ever ſingularly 
2 cruel 
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cruel ·0 lovers,” "whale it's it 


6. 73 
The tutor; before He Kpartel, 
by Erbreſs order bf thy old ma- 
tet discharge! he.” I had not 
been privfent” to pay cotirt to an 
eld favourite oächman, who that 
ke'miſght be able to approve His 
fidelity to Hls thifter; Wanted me 
to belly the ſccrets &f mint. This 
with the crime bf ſedacing hrs 
miſtreſs's affections, and ſometimes 
occupying his favourite great chair, 
led him to diſcover that I was 
the adviſer of my maſtkr's flight. 
As I had left moft of my cloaths 
at“ Oxford, I trudged off once 
mere to viſit that charming place. 
1 bad a great defire to experi- 
ctice the happineſs which I vainly 


imagined 
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182 Tur ADVENTURES . 
imagined: to be the inſeparable 
companion of all who were fo 
fortunate as to be connected with 
the philoſophic recluſe ;; but there 
was fome difficulty in the; procur- 
ing ſuch. a place; bookworms are 
not uſed to encumber themſelveg 
with lacqueys. However, by the 
indulgence of folly, who is ever 
changing her ſhape, my wiſhes 
were foon. gratified. 


1 10 Fe 
C. H A. P. VIII. 


Senior fellow of a college, 
who. had dozed. over the 
ancients for above twenty years, 
took it into his head to renew an 
acquaintance 
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acquaintance with the world which 
he had ſo long dropt, by com- 
mencing beau ſtudent. He re- 
ſolved to partake of thoſe much 
envied pleaſures of the under- gra- 
duates, of ſtudying nothing but 
how they may defeat the inten- 
tion of their friends in ſending 
them there. In proportion as we 
grow tired of preſent objects, ima- 
gination, ever buſy in putting a 
cheat upon us, employs her utmoſt 
{kill in drefling up abſent ones in 
the moſt flattering forms. My 
maſter at- length diſcovering that 
he had taken the wrong road to 
happineſs, like a wiſe man endea- 
voured to get into the right. He 
bought a couple of horſes, tho? 
he ſcarcely knew on which ſide 
to mount, and. hired me rather 

for 
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for the reputation of keeping a 
ſervant; than for any real occaſion 
he had for one. * 
The firſt inſtance which a 
ſcholar turned beau gives of his 
folly is the affectation of ignorance, 
maſter therefore "whenever 
applied to, knew nothing ; his new 
motions had unluckily excluded 
learning out of the accompliſh- 
ments of a gentleman. It is dif- 
ficult to conceive a more ridicu- 
tous character than an old formal 
felfow-of a college arrayed in 
the” borrowed feathers of a young 
Bon vivant. But he was ſo hap- 
py as to view himſelf in the 
flattering mirror of folly, which 
never puts a man out of humour 
with himſelf. Beſides. a fmall 
miſtake in propriety of character 


or a FOOT MAN. 18; 
did not ſpoil the reliſh” of his 
Port. | 

I forgot to mention that my 
maſter was a pupil-monger, hav= 
ing ſeveral young gentlemen under 
his care. Amongſt theſe were a cou- 
ple of awkward uncouth Yorkſhire 
lads, plodding and indefatigable 
in their ſtudies, who, contrary to 
the Scotch, endeavoured to forget 
that there was ſuch a place as 
Yorkſhire,” and people as Vork- 
ſhiremen, but moſt unremittingly 
purſued the aim of their country- 
men, to, by their induſtry, coun- 
tera” the maliciouſhets of for- 
tne: Ih 1ſhort their deſign was 
to acquire fuchr a reputation fot 
claſhcal learning! as would procure 
them good ſchoo in the forthern 
* of che Kingdom, where there 
might 


— — 


——— ¶—— 


— — — 


—— —— —ᷣ— 
BY wy 


N 
2 + | 
i 
13 8 
A 
1 
| | 
I 
F3 2 
| 
il 
It 
144 
þ 
14 
1 


* 2 without the prejudices 


186 Tux ADVENTURES 


might be occaſion for the Vork- 
ſhire dialect, as well as a little of 
the inſincerity of their country to 
temper the ſometimes prejudicial 
frankneſs and openneſs of the ſouth. 
A Welſh ſquire's younger booby, 
a compleat - ruſtic without the 
leaſt pretenſions to learning or 
breeding: whenever he wanted to 
confute an antagoniſt, his uſual me- 
thod was to propoſe kicking a 
fall, or elſe without any ceremony 
drubbed him into his way of think - 
ing. A brace of choice ſpirits from 
London; cits ſons, bred at. St. 

Paul's ſchool. Theſe geniuſes had 
already taken a degree at Weather- 
by's, and had been ſent to Oxford, 
to introduce all the vices of Co- 
vent · garden inta the univerſity: 


of 
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of mechanics, the honour of 
gentlemen, the religion of ſober 
refleQing people, they were deſ- 
tined to a profeſſion that requires 
both honour and religion, To 
theſe my maſter unlocked his 
whole ſtorehouſe of learning, read 
lectures upon taſte, tho' without a 
ſingle ſpark himſelf. | 
As I had conceived a high opi- 
nion of the diſputes in the ſchools, 
curioſity led me ts viſit the theatre 
at the Commencement, when the 
ſtudents take their degrees. I con- 
fels that ſo auguſt a ſcene in- 
ſpired me with a certain reverencg 
and awe. What a felicity, thought 
I, to hear the edifying converſa- 
tion of ſo many hundred Chriſtian 
* ! Amongſt the reſt of 
the 
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the candidates for fame, I ſaw one 


of our Vorkſhiremen. Ile had ac- 


quired ſo much Latin as began to 


render him unintelligible to the 


towns - people. Accordingly he 
had procured an acquaintance to 
write him a panegyrie in Engliſh 


upon economy, which he himſelf 


was to put into Batin. This was 
to be part of the exerciſe for his 
As he was 
rather overcharged with this lan- 
guage, torrent-like he let it guſh 
forth. It is difficult to deſeribe 
the wonder and amazement of 
poor freſhmen by comparing their 
abilities with the achhited Vork- 
ſhireman'sy they were overwhelmed 
with : deſpair. When the young 
orator had paid as many! compli- 


ments 
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ments to his ſubjec as his Latin 6 
would permit, he perorated, with 
eyes ſparkling that proclaimed at 
once the joy and pride of his heart. 
But ſoftly, Negatur kept all in 
ſuſpence. A pert maſter of arts 
had lately made himſelf acquaint- 
ed with Mandeville in the Tem- 
ple; and by way of ſhewing the 
naiverfity what enlarged notions 
were held in London, he imme- 
diately ſet about faying as much, 
or more, in favour of extravag ance 
and diſſipation, as the poor York- 
ſhireman had for prudence and 
economy. But diſputants do not 
uſually content themſelves with a 
fimple inveſtigation of truth: an 
antagoniſt muſt not only be con- 
futed, but rendered ridiculous; ar- 
gument aſter argument of the poor - 
| Yorkfhireman 
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Yorkſhireman being deſtroyed in 
the moſt ludicrous manner, At 
length the purity of his diction 
was called in queſtion ; thoſe who 
compoſe in the dead languages al- 
moſt always intermix their own 
idioms. In ſhort, the unfortunate 
Yorkſhireman was ſo effectually 
overthrown, that fame, whom he 
ſuppoſed already upon the wing 
for his own country, took a con- 
trary direction and flew to the 
Temple. However, ſatisfied with 
the ſport he had occaſioned, the 
young templar ſuffered him with- 
out further moleſtation to make 
a faint reply in pretty tolerable 
Latin without ideas. 

I now diſcovered how it came 
about that ſo many apparent 
dunces ſtiled themſelves bachelors 

and 
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and maſters of arts. What was 
originally intended to diſtinguiſh 
as well as reward genius, is now 
uſed to anſwer intereſted purpoſes. 

No clergyman who has not taken 
his maſter of arts degree can hold 
two livings. Now as the greateſt 
boobies are commonly the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed by fortune, or by 
their connections have the faireſt 
proſpects of her favour, multitudes 
with no other qualifications than 
a good aſſurance take degrees with- 
out even paying this penalty of 
dulneſs — the affording ſcholars 
the pleaſure of laughing at their 
ignorance, The intereſt A the 
univerſity requires that men of 
family be indulged with this pri- 
vilege. But I do not mean to 
write an invective againſt ſo fine 

an 
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an inſtitution as the univerſity of 
Oxfard ; undoubtedly it F 
with men famed for the moſt ex- 
tenſive erudition and n_ in the 
polite arts. RE, 
Io return to 8 per- 
ſon long accuſtomed to regularity 
and order, cannot eaſily fall in- 
to that thoughtleſs levity which, 
when natural, often appears ex- 
ceedin gly pleafing g. Many theręfore 
of my maſter's actions were {till 
performed with great gravity and 
ſolemnity; his vibrations back · 
wards and forwards to his living 
(about twenty miles from Oxford) 
beingito exact, that Huygens him- 
ſelf might have meaſured time by 
this human pendulum. 
One day as we were proceed- 


ing in our uſual orbit, paſſing by 


a neat 
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a neat little cottage, I obſerved 
my maſter look very attentively at 
a comely young woman with a 
child in her arms. It was at 
this homely ſcene, that he had diſ- 
covered what the ancient ſages 
had in vain ſearched after, the 
ſupreme felicity of man. A fight 
ſo deluſive at all times proved fa- 
tal to my maſter, diſpoſed as he 
was for the frenzy of folly. The 
dreams of the poets began to be 
realized. In the fulneſs therefore 
of his heart, he preſently burſt 
forth, There, Will, ſays he, is the 
real golden age; the inhabitants 
of that cottage enjoy a happineſs 
truly enviable; no carking cares 
ever interrupt their ſlumbers.“ 

« Yes, fir, replied I, who knew 
ſomething more of cottages than 
Vor. I. K my 
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my maſter, the ſituation to be ſure 
=_ be a tolerable agreeable one, 
if children did not come ſo plaguy 
faſt. For 1 have often heard my 
mather ſay, that ſhe never had 
an angry word from my father till 
her family encreaſed ſo faſt, that 
the pork did not laſt half the time 
out: and that this frequently oc- 
caſioning high words, my father 
commonly firſt threſhed her, and 
then went to the alehouſe to for- 
get his ſorrows, and increaſe the 
diſtreſs of his ſtarving family cry- 


ing for bread.“ The ſimplicity of 


my reply extorted a ſmile from my 
maſter; but folly had too plainly 
marked him for her own ta ſuffer 
the leaſt interruption from her 
weak antagoniſt reaſon, Yet in 


pride 
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pride of conſcious ſuperiority, dea 
ploring the wretched blindneſs of 
ruſtic ignorance, that could fo un- 
heedingly paſs by all the beauties 
of the fairy land of the cloſer. 

When once a fooliſh thonght of 
this kind creeps into a man's head; 
ft ſeldom leaves him till it has un- 
done him. 

My maſter now reſolved poi 
matrimony ; but his great diffictl- 
ty was fitſt to find out a ruſtic 
goddeſs, and then inform her of 
her divinityſhip: for he had ſcarce 
ever ſpoke to any woman except 
his laundteſs and bed-maket in his 
life, 

As there was no tention? family 
in the pariſh, my maſter was oblig- 
ed to content himfelf with treat- 
ing the farmers on Sundays: but 
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one afternoon it chanced to rain 
ſo faſt, that out of. politeneſs he 
was forced to aſk their wives to 
take ſhelter in his houſe. This 
gave him an opportunity, of giving 
tea a-la- mode of a fellow of a col- 
lege, ſo much to the ſatisfaction 
of his fair gueſts, who were charm- 
ed with his politeneſs (which in 
the opinion of the common peo- 
ple conſiſts in a troubleſome. ob- 
ſequiouſneſs) that they could not 
help expreſſing their aſtoniſhment, 
that ſo well-bred a gentleman 
ſhould, continue ſingle. My maſ- 


ter who had hitherto conſidered 


himſelf as a very awkward fellow, 
as in truth he was, was exceed- 
ingly tickled with the compli- 
ment : he began ſecretly to ligh 
for a Dulcinea. 


Soon 
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Soon after he chanced to agree 
with a poor widow (who had a 
fair daughter) to live in one part 
of his houſe for the ſake of wait- 
ing on him on Sundays in the 
other. The girl was pretty, health 
and exerciſe. having finely ver- 
milioned her face: But the dif- 
ficulty was, he had never ſpoke to 
her but once, when for want of 
ſomething better to ſay, he be- 
ſtowed many commendations on 
her for ſaying her catechiſm well. 
However, his thoughts were fo* 
occupied with the beloved ſubject, 
that whilſt the girl warmed his 
bed, he did nothing but rack his 
invention for buckram compli- 
ments that vaſtly exceeded her 
comprehenſion : but ſhe had been 
ſo accuſtomed to pay a regard to 
. K 3 what - 
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whatever the parſon. ſaid, that 
looking upon his diſcourſe as a 
ſermon out of church, ſhe gave 
all the attention of aſtoniſhed ig- 
norance. This was ſuch an en- 


couragement to my maſter, that 
with the deference and humility 


of a knight-errant, he craved a ſa- 
lute of her fair hand, tho' it was 


as red a paw as ever 1 a milk» 
pail. th 


The girl, who was not uſed to be 


ſo delicately treated by Strephon,' 
the cruel ſpoiler of female virtue 
of the village, ſhewed no great 
ſigns of reluctance, but quietly bore 
the raps of her angelic hand, ſur- 
priſed no doubt to meet with a 
lover ſo amorous, but withal ſa 
ciui /. Tired therefore with ridi- 
oulous — little in her 


opinion 
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opinion to the purpoſe (it never 
once coming into her head of get- 
ting him for a huſband) at length 
ſhe told him ſhe muſt go, for that 
her mother would wonder why 
ſhe ſtaid fo long; which indeed 
being the caſe, occaſioned an eclair- 
ciſſement between the mother and 
daughter; the old woman, being 
apprized of my maſter's fortune, 
was too (hrewd to neglect ſo fair 
an opportunity of making her 
daughter's fortune. Accordingly 
{he furniſhed her with ſuch in- 
ſtructions, as effectually did her 
buſineſs. 

The red fiſt had undone my 
maſter ; the only ſpark of imagina- 
tion that ever appeared in him, 
only ſerved to keep him awake the 
whole night in running over all 
K 4 his 
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his miſtreſs's charms : the plea- 
ſures of this night's anticipation 
were the whole wages of his ſubſe- 
quent folly. 

In fine, he wedded the fair dam- 
fel, to be convinced when it was 
too late, that innocence and ſim- 
plicity are as little known in the 
country, as in the more large and 
populous towns. The lady his 
wife was ſo fortunate as to in her 
own perſon put beyond the poſ- 
bility of a doubt the not much 
contended for doctrine of the ſex, 
that 'the moſt virtuous is able to 
bleſs her good man ſeven months 
after marriage with an honourable 
heir. But in the reaſonings upon 
this ſubject, it was unfortunately 
1 forgot, that a ſervant wench ſome- 
T3 times expreſſes * * for the 
Ll perſon 
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perſon of a footman before ſhe 
becomes captivated with the for- 
tune of his maſter. However, my 
poor doting maſter was ſo perfectly 
ſatisfied with the medical reaſons 


given to uphold his wife's reputa- 


tion, that he often declared, that 
jf there Were a virtuous woman in 
the world, he Was ſure it was his 


wife 541i} 0: 

The birth BY a child naturally 
occaſioned ſome ſmall alteration in 
the houſhold; another maid was 
hired But as my poor maſter had 
married into a numerous beggarly 


family, two or three uncles were 


luppoſed able to ſupply my ſer- 


vices in the ſtable and garden ; ; , 


was diſcharged. 


It gave me very little pain to 
quit a ſervice where I was ſure to 
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meet with nothing but imperti- 
nence from my miſtreſs's upſtart 
relations, who now began to fancy 


themirlves ſomebody; I had lived 


long enough not only to ſte my 


miſtreſs threth my maſter, but her 


ſiſter drive him up and down the 
garden with a broam- This he 
drew on himſelf, by being impru- 
dent enough to hint to the damſel 
that chaſtity was eſſential to the 
reputation of the women, not con- 


ſrdering that her family for ſeveral 


generations had never made the 
leaſt pretenſions to it. 

Influenced by a "uthful eu- 
rieſity, I reſolved to vifit London, 
and accordingly with my fortune 
at my back ſet off ſor that great 


ſeene of action, where in two days, 


or enn ag I node 20, rigighibur 
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without meeting with any thing 
very remarkable, I arrived ſafe. 

As I had ſcarce any acquaintance 
in town, I took ſeveral turns up 
and down the ſtreets, by way of 
deliberating what was to be done ; 
till luckily meeting with an old 
| brother-ſkip, whom I had known 
at Oxford, I quitted my perambu- 
lations to accompany him to a 
public-houſe. Among other con- 
verſation the ſtate of my affairs 
came under confideration, but to 
my great mortification he acquaint- 
ed me, that I appeared only quali- 
hed for the city, for that I wanted 
a little neceſſary aſſurance, which 
I ſoon perceived to conſiſt in an 
unreſerved licentiouſneſs of diſ- 
courſe, and in retorting upon the 
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poor alehouſe waiters that inſo- 
lence which ſervants are forced to 
bear from their maſters, tho' ac- 
cording to his account the con- 
dition of maſter and ſervant at 
London was quite reverſed: for the 
latter governed. Nay he was ſo 
obliging as to inſtruct me in the 
deſirable art of managing one's ſu- 
periors. In fine he informed me 
of a place in the city, where by 
rubbing off my ruſt, as he termed 
it, I might qualify myſelf to act in 
that exalted ſphere (at the weſt 
end of the town) which he moved 
in. 3.5 

Porter and converſation had ſo 
beguiled the time, that my friend 
[7 had like to have forgot that his 
. attendance at home began to be 
1 neceſſary; but vigilant Paul's jog - 
1 ging 
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ging his memory, he ſtarted up 
in great haſte, for that his lady and 
be d——d to her, was going to 
cuckold his lord ſomewhere, he 
ſuppoſed. But before he left me 
he gave me a direction to the 
merchant who wanted a ſervant. 

I had now nothing to do but to 
enquire after lodgings. The land- 
lord informed me, that tho' he did 
not uſe to accommodate any but 
friends and acquaintance with beds, 
yet as I ſeemed to be a mighty 
honeſt young man, he would oblige 
me.. I had been too well adver- 
tiſed of the tricks of town, to truſt 
much. to the too great profeſſions 
of regard of mere ſtrangers ; how- 
ever not knowing where elſe to go, 
I accepted his offer with many 
thanks. And as I had found by 

4 experience 
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experience that in public-houſes 
people are treated according to what 
they ſpend, I ordered a ſhilling's 
worth of punch. The landlord, 

with the complacency of a man of 
his profeſſion, ſat down to help me 
drink it; and by his queſtions 
ſeemed very defirous of knowing 
whether in the courſe of ſervice I 

had faved any money : at firſt ] 
was too much upon my guard to 
give him any ſatisfaction; but by 
the time we had pretty nearly finiſh- 
ed the ſecond bowl (which he in- 
ſiſted to be himſelf) becauſe he ſaid 
E might be ſhort of money -in the 
pride of my heart, I could not help 
hinting the ſuperior ſtrength of my 
pocket compared to moſt country 
adventurers. He ſeemed greatly 


pleaſed with the intelligence, com- 
mended 


3 
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mended me for my prudence in 
not diſcoyering it to every one 
and with the uſual artificeof rogues, 
who want ta gain the confidence 
of thoſe they have a deſign upon, 
entertained me with ſtories of the 
various tricks and arts practiſed in 
town, then inſtructed me how to 
avoid them. The landlady, his 
daughter, a bold impudent look- 
ing huſſey of about thirty, cooked 
my ſteaks ſo well, and otherwiſe 
waited upon me with ſo much aſſi- 
duity, that I thought I could do 
no leſs than pay her ſome footman 
compliments, in exprefſing my 
ſurpriſe that ſo ſmart a woman had 
not got a good huſband before; 
and to convince her that I really 
thought fo, kiſſed her ſeveral times. 
My landlady, who had not been 

uſed 
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uſed to ſuch civil treatment, was a 
perfect woman as to what regards 
vanity, for ſhe eſteemed herſelf 
amply paid for her aſſiduities by 
the moſt groſs flattery, tho un- 
luckily her ſituation as well as edu- 
cation had deprived her of the 
modeſty and delicacy of the ſex; 
ſhe ſeemed ſo pleaſed with what J 
ſaid, that ſne could not help ex- 
preſſing it by the moſt diſagreeable 
fondneſs, placing herſelf upon my 
knee, with every now and then a 
chuck under the chin. Her old 
father ſeemed perfectly inſenſible 
to her behaviour; he placed more 
merit in her keeping a ſharp look- 
out for the reckoning, and ocgaſion- 
ally adding to the ſcore, than in 
the preſervation of her chaſtity. 
This convinced me that if my 
landlady 
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landlady was virtuous, ſhe had very 
little reaſon to be out of humour 
if ſhe was thought otherwiſe. 
Obſerving an inclination in me 
for reſt, ſhe conducted me to my 
apartment, where after warming 
the bed, ſhe left me with a hearty 
ſqueeze of the hand, 

The fatigue of the journey with 
what I had drank threw me into 
a ſound ſleep. In the midſt of 
which I was ſtartled by perceiv- 
ing ſomething touch me; in ſhort 
I ſoon found, that my landlady 
had been punctual enough to ful- 
hl the engagement which, it 
ſeems, ſhe conſidered the ſqueeze 
of the hand to bind her to. Her 
perſon to be ſure was not the moſt 
tempting ; but there are few young 
women but what have charms ſuf- 
ficient 
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ficient in bed for a young fellow 
in the vigour of his age. I did 
not refuſe her obtruded favours. 
Several things concurred to keep 
me watchful, whilſt my fair bed- 
fellow expreſſed the eaſe of her 
mind by moſt vociferouſly ſnor- 
ing. This the father judged the 
proper ſeaſon to execute his vil- 
lainous ' deſign ; for he had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion how bleſſed I 
was. Accordingly he ſoftly open- 
ed the door, and taking poſſeſ- 
fion of my portmanteau, (for I 
had been imprudent enough to 
hint where my wealth was placed) 
would have carried it off, but for 
my jumping out of bed, and 
ſwearing that I would inſtantly 
cut him down (I had placed a 
drawn hanger at my bed's head) 
unleſs 
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unleſs he deſiſted. The thief, whom 
perceived to be my landlord, find- 
ing me to be more intent upon 
preſerving my property than in 
ſeizing his perſon, to make good 
his retreat, threw: the portmanteau 
full at me; then precipitately fled, 
By this time my landlady filled 
the houſe with her ſcreams, It 
was with great difficulty that I 
could prevail upon her to hold her 
tongue, and get me a light. When 
this was precured we went down 
ftairs together, .to ſee if we could 
diſcover whether the ' thief had 
made his efcape, or was ſtilb 
in the houſe. My landlord, who. 
was a very dexterous rogue, the 
moment he had quitted my room, 
with great coolneſs fled down ſtairs 


and opened the ſtreet door. We 
found 
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found him in the tap-room, be- 
wailing his fate; declaring that 
he had been robbed of all he was 
worth. At the ſame time he point- 
ed out to us the way he ſup- 
poſed the thief to have made his 
eſcape. I did not think it pru- 
dent to doubt the truth of the 
ſtory, but with much ſeeming 
concern commiſerated his hard 


fortune: for I feared if FE hinted 


my ſuſpicions, he would prevail 
on his daughter to aſſiſt him in 
murdering me. However, that 


T might be upon my guard in caſe 


of a ſecond attempt, I ordered 
candles in my room, and under 
pretence of writing letters to my 
friends in the country, ſat up du- 
ring the — _ of the 
. 9 Ba 
In 
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In the morning, when the houſe 
Was full of company, I hinted to 
my landlady my ſuſpicions ; but 
not to make her too miſerable, 
I aſſured ber I. had not the leaſt 
thoughts of proſecuting , her fa- 
ther; it is to my regard for you, 
ſays I, that he is indebted for 
this lenity. She appeared greatly 
affected with the information; faid 
ſhe was undone; and in fine beg- 
ged that I would take her with 
me, for that ſhe was reſolved not 
to part from me. This not ſuit- 
ing my views no more than my 
inclinations, I conſoled her with a 
promiſe of foon ſeeing her again, 
when J purpoſed to comply with 
her defire, This apparently ſatiſ- 
fying her, I bid adieu to my trea- 
cherous quarters. 


It 
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It is worthy obſervation, that my 
landlord, by only now and then 
playing the rogue, wher he could 
do it to the purpoſe, at all other 
times pretending to honefty and 
fair-dealing, acquired the reputa- 
tion of the moſt ſober, 01 ſort 
of man in the pariſh ; while his 
fair daughter, by uſing too little 
diſguiſe in the diſpenſing her fa- 
vours, was univerfally pronounced 
the vileſt of her ſex; one, who 
by her ſhameleſs behaviour would 
break her poor father's heart 
After I hag depoſited my port- 
manteau in a place of greater Kale 
ty, I went to look aftef my new 
place; and by good fortune found 
Mr. Traffick (that was the mer- 
chant's name) at home, buſied in 
ſettling the morning's rogueries at 


Jonathan's. | 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. E. 


HE old gentleman, who 
was ſhrewdneſs itſelf, almoſt 
looked me through; I never had 
my life ſo nicely examined before: 
It was a maxim with him, I found, 
never to hire a fervant, who had 
been long enough in London to 
learn the art of robbing his maſter. 


Pleaſed, therefore, to find me a 


ſtranger to town, and that my laſt 
place was at a clergyman's, he en- 
rolled me among his domeſtics, 
with the common proviſo, that 
my character proved unexcep- 
tionable. I was next introdu- 
cd to Mrs. Traffick; for, with 
a very ufual piece of polite- 
neſs 
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neſs in matrimony, it was his 
way, 1 found, to give his lady an 
opportunity of, with a good grace, 
acceding to his determinations. 
Mrs. Traffick's queſtions were 
of a very different nature from 
her huſband's; ſhe was one of 
thoſe polite people, who little re- 
gard, whether in the capacity of 
a ſpruce footman they entertain 2 
cut- throat or thief, provided he be 
handſome and well made; and 
perhaps endowed with a ſufficient 
ſtcck of impudence, to, upon oc- 
caſion, aſpire to the favour of ſome- 
thing higher than the lady's maid. 
But unfortunately for me, I had 
not lived with a fingle perſon ex- 
cept the young Oxonian, that 
could any ways qualify me for her 
ſervice. 1 had never ſet a whole 
ſtreet 
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ſtreet almoſt in a blaze with the 
impertinence of a flambeau, nor in- 
falted an audience with my (wag- 
gering in che boxes. Theſe were 
formidable objections; but as Mr. 
Traffick ruled abſolutely in his 
family, they were forced to be got 
over. 

This traty tunking the baute 
lope being over, Mr. Traffick diſ- 
patched a letter to my old maſter 
for the written reputation of a 
ſervant; and in about a week re- 
ceived an anſwyer that perfectly 
ſatisfied him. 1 Wan WN Nur 
his fer vice. | 

My few aer was a pense 
old- faſfened eitizen; his ſupreme 
pleaſure eonfiſted in as eagerly ac- 
cumulating wealth,” as the modern 


ones diſſi pate ĩt. He, to the world, 
Vor. I, L was 
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was really what Hobbes fancifully 
ſuppoſed. every man to be to each 
other, in à ſtate of nature: and 


| yet. by — conſtantly g attending his 


pariſh, church twice on a Sunday, 
and now and then dropping his 
guinea into the plate at charity- 


ſermons, fancied himſelf to be the 


beſt chriſtian of the -pariſh : and 
what is ſtill more wonderful, had 


almoſt perſuaded, other prople into 


the fame opinion. 
As to my miſtreſs, the was a 
; City lady; pride and vanity 
e all her thoughts. But 


though ſhe was paſſionately fond of 


dreſs, and ſeldom eaſy hut when 
the was whirling, abqut, in folly's 
wheel, which forced her to be 


guilty of certain meanneſſes fo- 
reign to her nature, yet, not like 
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my maſter, ſhe was not ſyſtema- 
tically baſe; covetouſneſs, that 
ſhuts up all the avenues to the 
heart, had not taken entire poſ- 
ſeſſion of her. 

There were beſides in the fami- 
ly, a ſon and a daughter; the for- 
mer, a curious character; the other, 
a light fluttering girl, ſuch as al- 
moſt every mils is at fifteen. 

Boh Traffick (for ſo he was 
called) was a rigid methodift, 


When about nineteen, in that 


great ſeminary of infidelity—the 
Robin Hood, he loſt the little re- 
ligion which he had imbibed from 
his nurſe and ſchoolmaſter. The 
moſt wretched ſophiſmis ſpe- 
ciouſly handled eaſily confound the 
mere man of buſineſs, not uſed 
to abſtract reaſonings. But being 
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ſtill obliged, for the ſake of repu- 
tation, to preſerve the appearances 
of religion, it fell out that a cer- 
tain celebrated methodiſtical prea- 


cher (who poſſeſſed the talents 


fo much admired by the vulgar— 


of confounding the underſtanding 


by reaſoning well upon wrong 


principles) ſo forcibly levelled his 
artillery againſt infidelity, that 
Bob, confounded again by oppo- 


fite arguments, enforced by his 


natural timorouſneſs, reſumed his 


creed: and as there is ſomething 
exceeding deluſive in fanaticiſm, 
he quickly became a firſt-rate faint 
that is to ſay, with no other pre- 
tenfions than the aſſurance of his 
ſect, fancied himſelf the peculiar 
favourite of heaven; whilſt the 


diſcerning were ſo unhappy as to 
think 
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think he had very ill - founded 
claims for ſuch a diſtinction. 
muſt not omit Mrs. Jenny, 
my miſtreſs's waiting - woman, 
Theſe flip - flops are conſiderable 
perſonages every where. Mrs. Jen- 
ny was about twenty-five, tolerably 
handſome, with moſt excellent na- 
tural parts; which, according to 
her profeſſion, ſhe invariably em- 
ployed in promoting her own in- 
tereſts. But where theſe did not 
interfere, the not unfrequently did 
many good turns. There was ſcarce 
a handfome footman of the family 
where ſhe lived, but what partook 
of her liberality : for what ſhe made 
her ſuperiors pay very ſinartly for, 
ſhe moſt obligingly beſtowed gratis 
upon her equals. A tolerable good 
perſon recommended me to her 
L 3 favour ; 
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favour; but unluckily, I did not 
much admire the wanton fond- 
neſs of waiting- women. However, 
as ſhe might have plagued me a 
good deal with her forwardneſs, I 
was not ſorry to have ſuch a hold 
upon her as would be ever ſuffici- 
ent to repreſs her impertinence. 
What is called the genteel part 
of the city, is an exact copy of 


the folly and nonſenſe of the great 


world. Almoſt every tradeſman's 
wife erects a temple to vanity; 
where ſhe expends the profits of 
ſugar and plumbs, butter and 
cheeſe, in ſuffocating her gueſts 
with a profuſion of candles. It 
happened that my miſtreſs was ſo 
charmed with the elegance of a 
certain Mrs. Deputy's rout, that 


ſhe determined to give one that 
ſhould 
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ſhould quite eclipſe every thing of 
the kind among her acquaintance. 
And, by way of feeling my maſ- 
ter's pulſe, on her return from the 
viſit, exclaimed, © A mighty gen- 
teel entertainment, indeed, which 
Mrs. Deputy gave! Who would 
have imagined that 'a perſon, 
brought up originally at the Found- 
ling Hoſpital, could have done the 
honours of her table with ſuch 
propriety ! — But this it is to 
keep good company You muſt 
own, my dear, that it was quite 
in the hon ton!“ My maſter, who 
perceived her deſign, ſurlily re- 
plied, I did not mind her fan- 
taſticalneſs; for I was too much 
taken up with calculating when 
the deputy muſt break.” My miſ- 
trels, ſuppoſing this levelled at 
| 4 her 
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her expenſiveneſs, with ſome 
warmth replied, * This is always 
your way, my dear, when I chance 
to commend, the taſte of any of my 
acquaintance z but without doubt 
you have your reaſons for it ; ſuch 
niggardly-and barbarous treatment 
has great need of apology.— 
My maſter, who, fancied himſelf 
the moſt generous man living, im- 


mediately appealed to facts. Was 


it (fays he) a ſign of niggardlineſs 
and barbarity, when I carried you 
to *#***##* morning aſſembly, 
where I had like to have got my 
throat cut, becauſe, forſooth, I 


could, not fympathize with Sally 


and, the tall Irihman in the glee 
with which they ſeemed to be 


dancing to the tune of a voyage 
to the Netherlands? Indeed, no- 


thing could have ſaved me, as I was 
known 
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known to be major of a regi- 
ment of Trained Bands, not even 
Bob's fears, who ran howling up 
and down that his father was going 
to be murdered, except acknow- 
ledgin g to the raſcal in writing, that 
he had heen exceedingly bloody- 
minded, d la honneur, and then giv- 
ing him money to pay his taylor's 
bill. And as to entertainments, pray 
who gives more expenſive dinners? 
"Twas but the other day that I 
gave one compoſed of ſuch variety 


of diſhes, that ſeveral of the i ig- 


norant gueſts, who dared not re- 
turn to their inquiſitive wives 
without carrying the particulars of 


their gluttony, puzzled me with 


their impertinent queſtions.” 
„What's a few dinners, Mr. 
Traffick (replies my miſtreſs with 
much affected indifference) to a 

L 5 perſon 
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perſon of your fortune ? But does 
not the ill- breeding of the gueſts 
at laſt convince you of the great 
advantages of a good education ?” 
Not of a learned one (ſays my 


maſter) for pray of what ſervice do 


you think Charles's learning will 


be to him? Why, on his leav- 


ing Cambridge, in caſe I ſhould 
diſinherit him for his extravagance, 


it will perhaps enable him to fil! 


the reſpectable employment of La- 
tin-whipper- in to ſome 1gno- 
rant maſter of an academy, edu- 
cated perhaps at the very charity- 
ſchool I help to fupport! Lord! 
my head ſwims for the firſt time 
at accounts! Never regret what 
you may expend upon your ſon's 
education, (cries my miſtreſs, who 
often lamented the want of learn- 

3 ing) 
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ing) it is highly proper that you 
ſhould have one ſcholar at leaſt in 
the family: for learning is all the 
faſhion now in the city. It was 
but the other day that I was ſadly 
put to the bluſh- for the want of 
it. For in the ſimplicity .of my 
heart, happening to aſk whether 
ancient Rome was governed by a 
lord mayor and aldermen, Mrs. 
Type, the printer's wife, elate with: 
her ſmall acquaintance with hiſ- 
tory, which an improper. connec- 
tion, it is ſaid, with her huſband's: 
Scotch foreman, furniſhed her with, 
became ee witty as well 
as learned.” 5 

Thus ended this curious dia- 
logue; the iſſue ſuch as might be 
expected ;- my miſtreſs. was only. 
confirmed in her opinion .of my. 

Wo 7 maſter's 
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maſter's want of taſte ; whilſt he 


perhaps lamented in her the want 


of the more uſeful accompliſhment, 


ceconomy. 
But late as it was, he and his 
ſon Bob went into the compting- 
houſe to procure a cracker for the 
morning paper. Nature in a more 
particular manner had formed Bob 
for trade; for ſne had given him 
the countenance of an honeſt man, 
with the heart of a Jew merchant 
cheating even his brother at Jona- 
than s! 5 
My miſtreſs, notwithſlanding the 
diſeouragement the had met with, 
did not loſe fight of the rout, and 
by a certain fure method un- 
kubwn to all but the married, 
wheedled my maſter into -acqui- 
ekence: Nay the even prevailed on 
ian: him 


ſervice of plate, which a young 
nobleman had ordered for his miſ- 
treſs; he had, it ſeems, been ſo 
fated with lily-white arms, as to 
diſcover a world of charms in a 
brawny one vermilioned in his 
own ſcullery. 

All things being now prepared, 
the happy moment approached 
when my miſtreſs was to at once 
gratify her pride, vanity, and af- 
fectation. But ſoftly, ladies are 
ſubject to diſappointments as well 
as other people. For as ſhe was 


exerciſing herſelf in the whiſking 


airs of a woman of faſhion in or- 
der to treat her company properly, 


that is to fay, inſult her inferiors 
by a jaunty air, moſt unfortunate. 


ly ſhe overturned a table, where, 
among 


2 
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him to let her make uſe of a new 
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among other equally noxious li- 
quors to à rich ſilver tiſſue, 

ſtood a bottle of Port. How 
ſhall I deſcribe a diſtreſs perhaps 
never felt before] But not my miſ- 
treſs's falling into fits, with Mrs. 
Jenny to keep her company, could 
afford any relief. The tiſſue, to 
diſplay which was one of the prin- 
cipal reaſons of having the rout, 
was irrecoverably ſpoiled; and to 
make her appearance in an old 
gown, would be ſuch an affront to 
her. gueſts as never to be forgiven ] 

It was therefore reſolved: that ſhe. 
was fo be ſick for that night; but 
that Miſs Traffick, her daughter, 
whoſe gown had not met with a. 

like accident, ſhould ſupply her 
place, with expreſs orders to treat 
the honourable Miſs Kirk's (who 
now for the firſt time ſince their 

arrival 
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arrival from the Highlands paid 
her a viſit) with the higheſt de 
and complaiſanee. 

The company began to come 
apace; but for my part I could 
not conceive where they were all 
to be ſtowed ; I was unacquainted 


with the ſupreme pleaſure of a 


number of people being crammed- 
in a little room to almoſt ſtew in 
their own greaſe. But the ſupreme 
pleaſure of diſtancing the aping 


vulgar reconciles people of fortune: 


to the greateſt abſurdities. 
It was with the utmoſt impa- 


tience that my miſtreſs waited for 


the honourable Miſs Kirk's ; op- 
poſition had not yet opened ſuch. 


an intercourſe between ſome of the 
firſt families of the kingdom and 


the City, At laſt, however, the: 
clamorous 


— — 


232 Tux ADVENTURES 
clamorousknockerannouneced their 
arrival. I need not inform the rea- 
der how exceedingly diſagreeable 
it is to company when ſeated to 
be diſturbed by beggarly people of 
faſhion: the Miſs Kirk's never 
knew their conſequence till now: 
for penfioned as they were by go- 
vern ment, the world had not been 
civil enough to make them ſenſible 
of their rank. But tho' the city 
ladies were pleaſed to partake of 
the faint influence of theſe northern 
ſtars, yet they were ſecretly agi- 
tated with a certain paſſion that 
ever lurks beneath the profoundeſt 
profeſſions of our own littleneſs, 
called enuy. Wealth is the idol 
of the city; whilſt the beggars of 
faſhion confole themſelves for the 
want of it by the antiquity and 
noblenefs 
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nobleneſs of their houſe. Lady 
Capers, who was the ſecond in 
rank of the company, with a very 
contemptuqus ſmile obſerved to 
her neighbour, Mrs. Mahogany, 
that ſhe was ſure the Miſs Kirk's 
point had been waſhed; a piece 
of ceconomy ſhe did not expect 
in perſons of their rank | How- 
ever, with hypocriſy which the 
ſex know ſo Well how to practiſe, 
ſhe hoped that ſhe too ſhould have 
the honour of the, Miſs Kirk's 
company at hee routY and by way 
of ſhewing how improved the city 
was, altered the day from Satur- 
day to Sunday 0 ſhe expected 
nothing lets than that the Devil 
would feteh ber and all the com- 
pany away for their profanity. 
To ſuch lengths will the mode, 

| with 
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with an extreme deſire to be 
thought polite, carry the moſt ti- 
morous minds! But, alas] how 
great was her mortification, when 
ſhe found that the Miſs Kirk's de- 
clined the invitation for the very 
reaſon ſhe fondly imagined would 
have enſured their company ! They 
had been educated with great 
ſtrictneſs in the principles of the 
Kirk: for which reaſon they aſ- 
fured her, they never ployed on the 
fobboth. Reades if in the vanity of 
thy. heart tabu ever madeſt a 
great entertainment, for which 
thou waſt obliged to ſtarve thyſelf 
for the next month; but on the 
appointed day, inſtead of ſeeing 
thyſelf honoured with the com- 
pany of Sir Timothy and Lady Ti- 
tle; his Worſhip and her Worſhip- 
dn peſs 
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peſs Mathew Mittimus, eſquire, 
and lady, thou receivedſt a frivo- 
lous excuſe from them amounting 
only to this, that they rather choſe 
to eat a better dinner at home than 


be at the trouble of coming to 


turn- up their noſes at thy ill- 
dreſſed viands, with the ſole con- 
ſolation of ſeeing thyſelf ſurround- 
ed by ſeveral jolly vicars (with 
their hearty -dowdy wives) whoſe 


countenances preſage what a clear- 
ance is to be made in thy cellar, 


'tis poſſible thou mayeſt have 
ſome ſmall conception of the aſ- 


toniſhment of poor diſappointed 


Lady Capers ! But chagrin of this 
kind muſt be great indeed, if 


pride cannot adminiſter conſola- 
tion. With a ſmile of contempt 
at their ignorance, ſhe turned to 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Mahogany, and loud enough 
to be heard by the: Miſs, Kirk's, 
enquired. whether the: had any ac- 
counts to fettle on the ſobboth 
that could deprive her of the plea- 
ſure of her company. Mrs. Ma- 
hogany, who piqued herſelf upon 
her ladyſhip's acquaintance, ſoon 
convinced her of her rcadinelk to 

huxſt the boads of. prejudice. 
Amongſt a vaſt group of ridicu- 
lous characters, I obſerved a gentle- 
man and lady in deep conference, 
detaehed from the reſt of the 
company; they appeared fo af- 
fected that L could not help en- 
quiring of: Mrs. Jenny who they 
were, The gentleman, reptied 
the, is the ſon of an eminent 
taylor, a Poor innocent harmleſs 
9 is in greater danger of 
: being 
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being hurt by the women, than in 
doing them any harm; the lady, 
a precious fool, the only daughter 
of a rich pawnbroker ; I uſed to 
viſit her maid, till ſhe affronted 
me by bringing dirty cards.” & De- 
firous therefore of knowing in 
what their folly conſiſted, I took 
an opportunity of liſtening to their 
prattle. They were, I found, bus 


fily employed in paſſing judgment 


upon the laſt new novel ; I heard 
ſcarcely any thing but the fender, 
the ſublime, ſentiment, dekeacy, ex- 
claimed. Then followed a pro- 
fuſion of buckram compliments, 
on the part of the gentleman, pil- 
fered from the modern heroes of 
romance; which, on the lady's, 

were anſwered with affected bluſhes 


of approbation. Not far from this 


ſentimental pair, fat my old maſ- 
N | ter 


| 
| 
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ter and an elderly gentleman, whom 
I found to be the young lady's 
father, ſettling the moſt intereſting 
affairs. Half ſpeeches, with many 
ſignificative winks and nods, diſ- 
covered that they were adjuſting 
the preliminaries of modern court- 
ſhip. Bob Traffick, in conſidera- 
tion of ten thouſand pounds, was 
to behold as many charms in the 
young lady; whilſt ſhe, by way of 
ſecuring her father's pelf after 
death, was to gratify no affection 
but in ſubordination to his ruling 
paſſion avarice. But they forgot 
that young people mightily plume 
themſelves with carving out a 
ſcheme of life, intirely independ- 
ent of fortune, and the inclinations 
of their parents. I, 58 
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